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PREFACE 

1	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/johansson/announcements/commissioner-johanssons-speech-talent-partnerships-
high-level-launch-event_en

At the end of 2020, there were an estimated 281 million 
people around the world who had migrated from one 
country to live in another. Many millions more moved within 
their countries of origin, migrating from villages and towns 
to rapidly-growing cities. Migration has continued to be 
a policy priority for Europe. The EU has had to respond 
to several crises, whether in the case of people fleeing 
Afghanistan, crossing the Mediterranean Sea or camping 
out in the cold at the EU’s external borders. At the same 
time, it has also sought to create more pathways for legal 
migration because, in the words of Commissioner for Home 
Affairs Ylva Johansson, ‘Europe needs talent … So Europe 
can have the skills we need to face the future. And to help 
us manage migration to Europe, in an orderly way.’1

In this context, the latest iteration of the Atlas of Migration 
could not be more important. The Atlas collates international 
data which are harmonised and validated for 27 EU Member 
States and 171 countries and territories around the world. 
These data are presented in individual country profiles, 
and overviews for continents and sub-continental regions. 
The 2021 edition also includes a thematic section which 
provides new insights on the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic on migration in Europe and around the world.
Each year, the Atlas of Migration provides a shining 
example of the innovation, rigour and collaboration which 
characterises the Joint Research Centre’s support to 
evidence-based policymaking in the European Commission. 
My personal thanks go not only to the team members who 
have produced this tool, but also to the broader network 
of colleagues across the Commission and the EEAS who 
have fed into its development and dissemination. 

Finally, let us also remember that there is much more to 
migration than the numbers. Many migrants, with their own 
experiences, aspirations, hopes and fears, have played a 
key part in our societies’ response to and recovery from the 
pandemic. Two children of Turkish immigrants to Germany, 
Ugur Sahin and Özlem Türeci, founded the company which 
produced the first vaccine approved for use against the virus. 
And thousands of migrants in key worker roles have kept 
our societies functioning. Migration has shaped societies 
around the world, and continues to do so.

Stephen Quest
Director-General
Joint Research Centre
European Commission
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INTRODUCTION

2	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/johansson/announcements/new-pact-migration-and-asylum_en
3	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1706
4	 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0120&qid=1632401748181
5	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3241
6	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_2921
7	 https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/system/files_en?file=2021-04/14042021_eu_strategy_on_combatting_trafficking_in_human_

beings_2021-2025_com-2021-171-1_en.pdf
8	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_5088
9	 https://missingmigrants.iom.int/
10	 https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/11/618e20c34/iom-unhcr-provide-emergency-aid-asylum-seekers-migrants-belarus-poland.html

The Atlas of Migration is built on the conviction that 
accurate data can inform a more detailed understanding 
of trends, patterns and differences in migration over time 
and from place to place. As has been widely noted, public 
perceptions tend to over-estimate the scale of migration. 
People’s views are based on a range of factors, from their 
own experiences to their access to different sources of 
information and concerns about broader social, economic 
and cultural change. The Atlas aims to be a reliable source 
of information, promoting the accurate understanding of 
migration and mobility that have been and will remain a 
defining feature of Europe’s society, economy and politics 
for decades. 

Around the world in 2020, migration continues to be an 
exception rather than a rule for most people. Only an 
estimated 3.6 percent of the global population has moved 
to live in another country. In the EU, migration inflows 
declined in 2020 when compared to the previous year. 
Whereas in 2019 2.9 million people were granted permits 
enabling them to move to the EU from non-EU countries 
and territories, in 2020 2.2 million were. In part, these 
figures show the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
will be described in the dedicated thematic section later 
in this Atlas. Yet they also suggest that there is no global 
migration crisis. As Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva 
Johansson has said, ‘Migration is normal - migration has 
always been here, migration will always be here … [it] works 
quite well I should say, And we need migration.’2

Late in 2020, European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen stated that ‘it is now time to rise to the challenge 
to manage migration jointly, with the right balance between 
solidarity and responsibility.’3 During 2021, the European 
Commission has followed this up across a range of themes 
related to the New Pact on Migration and Asylum. The steps 
taken include a new EU strategy on voluntary return and 
reintegration,4 the formation of a European Union Agency 
of Asylum,5 the announcement of forthcoming Talent 
Partnerships6 to bring foreign workers to Europe and a 
strategy on combatting trafficking in human beings.7

And yet, in 2021 the European Union also had to face 
specific serious situations and events related to migration 
and displacement. Late in August thousands of people 
gathered at Kabul airport in Afghanistan seeking to flee from 
the Taliban takeover of the country.8 In the Mediterranean 
Sea, over 1 500 people are reported to have died attempting 
to cross to Europe.9 And as the year comes to an end 
hundreds of people are camped out in freezing conditions 
on the Poland-Belarus border.10 Europe’s approach to these 
and other situations has repercussions far and wide.

Migration will continue to be significant for the future of the 
EU. The COVID-19 pandemic has reiterated the important 
role of thousands of migrants who work in key sectors that 
are vital for the functioning of our societies. Without intra-
EU mobility and international migration, several Member 
States’ populations would also be in decline. But as the 
country profiles in the pages that follow highlight, there 
is also a need to be aware of the differences between 
individual countries and their contexts to better understand 
migration and its implications.
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DEMOGRAPHY  [at 1st January] (Eurostat)

OVERVIEW  [at 1st January] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS  (Eurostat)

ASYLUM  [1st Instance] (Eurostat)

SCHENGEN VISAS  (Migration and Home Affairs) IRREGULAR MIGRATION  (Eurostat)
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HOW TO READ

Population - 2020 (in thousands) 
The larger donut chart shows the number of people residing in the 
MS by broad group of citizenship. The groups are ‘Nationals’, ‘EU 
Mobile’, ‘Non-EU’ (which includes also ‘Stateless’ and ‘Unknown’). 
The total population of the country is in the centre.
Annual flows - 2019 (in thousands)
The two smaller charts show the scale of migration to and from 
the MS. The top chart shows the number of people who have 
immigrated to the MS over the last year. ‘Within EU’ immigration 
refers to people who are citizens of other EU MSs. ‘Outside EU’ 
immigration refers to non-EU citizens.
The bottom chart shows the number of people who have emigrated 
from the MS over the last year, moving to another MS (‘within 
EU’) or to a non-EU country/territory (‘outside EU’). The total 
numbers of immigrants and emigrants are in the centre of each 
respective chart.

First residence permits issued during the year
The top chart shows the number of people who have received a 
particular residence permit for the first time during a year, for the 
last four years (annual flow of resident permits). The reasons for 
issuing permits are ‘Work’, ‘Family’, ‘Education’ or ‘Other’ (which 
includes international protection).
Valid residence permits at the end of the year
The bottom chart shows the number of migrants residing in the 
MS with different types of residence permits and with permits 
that are valid for at least five years (national and EU long term 
residence permits). This shows the total number of permits held by 
people in the country at the end of the reference year (the migrant 
stock). The reasons for valid permits are the same listed above.

Visas applied for, issued and not issued (in thousands)
Each donut chart shows the percentage of Schengen visas issued 
and not issued per year. The number in the centre shows the total 
number of visas applied for during each year.
The figure refers to the sum of uniform visas (including MEVs), 
LTVs, and ATVs. For detailed description, see Technical Notes.
Note that for Romania, Bulgaria & Croatia the data on LTV visas 
is missing.

Persons ordered to leave, persons returned and return rate
The bar shows the number of people who have been ‘Ordered 
to leave’ the MS and the circle shows those ‘Returned to a third 
country/territory’ following an order to leave per year.
Return rate
The return rate on the right is calculated as the ratio between the 
number of people returned to a third country/territory following 
an order to leave and the people who received an order to leave. 
Since it is calculated on annual data, it might result higher than 
100%, because of administrative backlogs.

First time applications
The chart shows the number of people who have made a first application for asylum in the MS during a year. The data covers the 
last years and is broken down by sex.
The total annual figure is shown on the right.
First instance decisions
The chart shows the distribution of decisions on first asylum applications in the MS by outcome: ‘Geneva’ for ‘Geneva convention 
status’; ‘Subsid.’ for ‘Subsidiary protection’; ‘Human.’ for ‘Humanitarian protection’; and ‘Reject.’ for ‘Rejected application’.
The total number of decisions on first applications for asylum during a year is shown on the right.

This section covers each of the 27 EU Member States (MSs).
The charts are organised in thematic parts. More detailed 
information is available in the Technical Notes at the end of 
this section.
The data refers to 2020. If the data for 2020 is not available 
from the original source, the corresponding field is either missing 
or indicated as ‘N/A’. Whenever 2020 data is not available for 
an entire thematic part, the latest available values are provided.
Note that in some cases, the sum of percentages or of individual 
values might not add up to 100 or to the total value. This is due 
to rounding and confidence intervals.

Population pyramid - 2020 (in thousand)
The chart shows the demographic composition of the population 
in the MS. It indicates the number of people by age group, sex 
(males and females) and broad group of citizenship (shown from 
the outside to the inside of the pyramid), specifically ‘Nationals’ 
(citizens of the MS), ‘EU Mobile’ (citizens of the other 26 MSs) and 
‘Non-EU’ citizens (which includes also ‘Stateless’ and ‘Unknown’).
The original Eurostat data is organised in five-year cohorts and 
has been aggregated to obtain ten-year cohorts. The data refers 
to the population as of 1st January.



NATURALISATION  (Eurostat)

SOCIAL INCLUSION - 2020  (Eurostat)

EDUCATION - 2020  (Eurostat)

LABOUR MARKET - 2020  (Eurostat)
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The three charts show differences in educational attainment and participation in education by broad group of citizenship: Nationals, 
EU Mobile and Non-EU.
Population by educational attainment (25-64) refers to the proportion of people aged between 25 and 64 by their education level. 
‘LOW’ refers to Less than primary, primary and lower secondary education; ‘MEDIUM’ refers to Upper secondary and post-secondary, 
non-tertiary, education, and ‘HIGH’ refers to Tertiary education.
NEET (18-24) shows the proportion of people aged between 18 and 24 who are ‘Neither Employed nor in Education or Training’ 
in the four weeks preceding the survey.
Early school leavers (18-24) shows the proportion of people aged between 18 and 24 which has completed no more than lower 
secondary education and is not involved in further education or training.

The charts present employment and unemployment related indicators by broad group of citizenship (‘Nationals’, ‘EU Mobile’ and 
‘Non-EU’) and sex. The top three charts show also a breakdown by age group, whereas the bottom one by education attainment. This 
section shows similarities and differences in integration of these subgroups in the labour market.
Employment rate shows the percentage of the total working-age population which is employed.
Unemployment rate indicates the percentage of unemployed people in the labour force. It is calculated as the ratio between the 
unemployed population and the sum of employed and unemployed population within the same group.
Long term unemployment rate refers to people who have been unemployed for more than one year. It is calculated as the proportion 
of the total unemployed population within each group which has been unemployed for more than one year.
Employment rate by educational attainment (15-64) shows employment rates by level of educational attainment. ‘LOW’ refers to 
Less than primary, primary and lower secondary education; ‘MEDIUM’ refers to Upper secondary and post-secondary, non-tertiary, 
education, and ‘HIGH’ refers to Tertiary education.

Foreign citizens who have acquired citizenship during the year
Each of the pie charts, together with the relative number, shows how many people from other countries and territories have acquired 
the citizenship of the MS per year. The data is broken down into (a) people whose previous citizenship was of another MS (‘EU Mobile’) 
and (b) people whose previous citizenship was of a ‘Non-EU’ country/territory (including both ‘Stateless’ and Unknown’).
Share of foreign citizens who have acquired citizenship [%]
The bar charts show the acquisition of citizenship over the last four years by people who are nationals of another country. The first 
bar (‘EU’) shows the proportion of all nationals from other EU MSs residing in this country who have acquired its citizenship during 
the calendar year. The second bar (‘Non-EU’) shows the proportion of all citizens from non-EU countries and territories residing in 
the country (including Stateless and Unknown) who have acquired its citizenship during the year.

The three charts refer to different aspects of social inclusion of migrants in the MS during the year. Together, they highlight differences 
in the relative wealth and living standards of residents by broad group of citizenship: Nationals, EU Mobile and Non-EU.
Median equivalised net income (18+) shows differences in income levels for adults by broad group of citizenship. The values are 
in euro.
Overcrowding rate (18+)(Households) shows the percentage of adults by broad group of citizenship who live in a household defined 
as ‘overcrowded’.
Persons at risk of poverty or social exclusion (18+) shows the percentage of adults by broad group of citizenship who are either 
at risk of poverty, face serious material deprivation or live in a household defined as having a ‘very low work intensity’.
At risk of poverty rate for children indicates the number of people under 18 (by citizenship of their parents: Nationals vs Non-
Nationals) who are defined as being ‘at risk of poverty’.
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DEMOGRAPHY [AT 1ST JANUARY] (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Population pyramid
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_pop1ctz
Description: Population on 1 January by age group, sex and citizenship.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_pop1ctz&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 08/04/2021)

OVERVIEW [AT 1ST JANUARY] (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Population
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_pop1ctz
Description: Population on 1 January by age group, sex and citizenship.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_pop1ctz&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 07/03/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Immigration (annual flow)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_imm1ctz
Description: Immigration by age group, sex and citizenship.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_imm1ctz&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 27/04/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Emigration (annual flow)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_emi3nxt
Description: Emigration by age group, sex and country of next usual residence.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_emi3nxt&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 08/04/2021)

RESIDENCE PERMITS (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: First residence permits (by reason)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_resfirst
Description: First permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship.
Note: Any authorisation issued to a person for the first time by the authorities of a Member State allowing a third country 
national to stay legally on its territory. The dataset is disaggregated by the following groups of reasons: Remunerated 
activities (referred to as ‘Work’), Family, Education and Other. The group ‘Other’ includes Refugee status and subsidiary 
protection; Humanitarian reasons; Residence only; Unaccompanied minors; Victims of trafficking in human beings; 
and Other reasons not specified. For further information, the reader can refer to the specific dataset from EUROSTAT 
(migrresoth: ‘First permits issued for other reasons by reason, length of validity and citizenship’).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_resfirst&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 09/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Valid permits (stock) – Valid permits at the end of the year (by reason)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_resvalid
Description: All valid permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship on 31 December of each year.
Note: The dataset includes the same four groups of reasons as the First residence permits dataset, as well as two 
additional groups: Refugee status and Subsidiary protection. For consistency in the data presentation, these two have 
been aggregated into the group ‘Other’.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_resvalid&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 26/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Valid permits (stock) – Valid long-term permits at the end of the year
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_reslong
Description: Long-term residents by citizenship on 31 December of each year.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_reslong&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 26/11/2021)
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ASYLUM [1ST INSTANCE] (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: First time applications
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_asyappctza
Description: Asylum and first time asylum applicants by citizenship, age and sex. Annual aggregated data (rounded).
Note: First-time asylum applicants are people who lodged an application for asylum for the first time in a given Member 
State during the reference period. The term ‘first-time’ implies no time limitation and therefore a person can be recorded 
as first-time applicant only if he or she had never applied for international protection in the reporting country in the 
past, irrespective of whether they are found to have applied in another Member State of the European Union.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctza&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: First instance decisions by outcome
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_asydcfsta
Description: First instance decisions on asylum applications by citizenship, age and sex. Annual aggregated data (rounded).
Note: First instance decision means a decision granted by the respective authority acting as a first instance of the 
administrative asylum procedure in the receiving country.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asydcfsta&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 18/11/2021)

SCHENGEN VISAS (MIGRATION AND HOME AFFAIRS)
Indicator: Visas
Source of data: DG HOME – Schengen visa stats
Description: Complete statistics on short-stay visas issued by the Schengen States (2014-2017) and Bulgaria, Croatia 
and Romania (non-Schengen EU States).
Note: A Schengen visa is an authorisation issued by a Schengen State enabling an individual to transit through or stay 
in its territory. Airport transit visas (ATV) entitle the holder to transit through the international transit area of airports 
situated on the territory of a Member State without actually entering the territory of that Member State, during a 
stopover or transfer between two stages of an international flight. Short stay visas are: a) uniform short stay visas that 
entitle the holder to stay in the territories of all Member States for a period of maximum 90 days/180 days and that 
can be issued for the purpose of a single entry or multiple entries (MEVs); and b) short stay visas with limited territorial 
validity (LTV) that entitle the holder to stay only in the territory of the Member State(s) for which the visa is valid. Data 
on LTV visas is not available for Romania, Bulgaria & Croatia.
Links (at the bottom of the following web page):
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/visa-policy_en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 10/05/2021)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Ordered to leave
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_eiord
Description: Third country nationals ordered to leave - annual data (rounded).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_eiord&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 12/07/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Returned (to a third country following an order to leave)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_eirtn
Description: Third country nationals returned following an order to leave - annual data (rounded).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_eirtn&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 12/07/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Return rate

Note: The Return rate is calculated as the ratio between Returned and Ordered to leave.
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NATURALISATION (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Foreign citizens who have acquired citizenship during the year
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_acq
Description: Acquisition of citizenship by age group, sex and former citizenship.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_acq&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 08/04/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Share of foreign citizens who have acquired citizenship [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_acqs
Description: Residents who acquired citizenship as a share of resident non-citizens by former citizenship and sex.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_acqs&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 15/03/2021)

SOCIAL INCLUSION – 2020 (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Median equivalised net income (18+) [EUR]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - ilc_di15
Description: Mean and median income by broad group of citizenship (population aged 18 and over).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_di15&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 02/12/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Overcrowding rate (18+) [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - ilc_lvho15
Description: Overcrowding rate by age, sex and broad group of citizenship (total population aged 18 and over).
Note: The overcrowding rate is defined as the percentage of the population living in an overcrowded household. A person 
is considered as living in an overcrowded household if the household does not have at its disposal a minimum number 
of rooms equal to: one room for the household; one room per couple in the household; one room for each single person 
aged 18 or more; one room per pair of single people of the same gender between 12 and 17 years of age; one room 
for each single person between 12 and 17 years of age and not included in the previous category; one room per pair 
of children under 12 years of age.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_lvho15&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 02/12/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: At risk-of-poverty or social exclusion (18+) [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - ilc_peps05
Description: People at risk of poverty or social exclusion by broad group of citizenship (population aged 18 and over).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_peps05&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 02/12/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: At risk-of-poverty for children [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - ilc_li33
Description: At-risk-of poverty rate for children by citizenship of their parents (population aged 0 to 17 years).
Note: The at-risk-of-poverty rate is the share of people with an equivalised disposable income (after social transfer) 
below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold, which is set at 60% of the national median equivalised disposable income after 
social transfers. This indicator does not measure wealth or poverty, but low income in comparison to other residents in 
that country, which does not necessarily imply a low standard of living.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_li33&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 19/11/2021).
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EDUCATION – 2020 (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Population by educational attainment [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - edat_lfs_9911
Description: Population by educational attainment level, sex, age and citizenship (%).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=edat_lfs_9911&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 13/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: NEET [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - edat_lfse_23
Description: Young people neither in employment nor in education and training by sex, age and citizenship (NEET rates).
Note: The indicator corresponds to the percentage of the population of a given age group which is neither employed 
nor involved in further education or training. This refers to persons meeting these two conditions: they are not employed 
(i.e. unemployed or inactive according to the International Labour Organisation definition); they have not received any 
education or training in the four weeks preceding the survey. The denominator is the total population of the same age 
group, excluding the respondents who have not answered the question ‘participation to regular education and training’.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=edat_lfse_23&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 18/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Early school leavers [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - edat_lfse_01
Description: Early leavers from education and training by sex and citizenship.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=edat_lfse_01&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 18/10/2021)

LABOUR MARKET – 2020 (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Employment rate [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - lfsa_ergan
Description: Employment rates by sex, age and citizenship (%).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=lfsa_ergan&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 13/09/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Unemployment rate [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - lfsa_urgan
Description: Unemployment rates by sex, age and citizenship (%).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=lfsa_urgan&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 10/09/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Long-term unemployment rate [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - lfsa_upgan
Description: Long-term unemployment (12 months or more) as a percentage of the total unemployed population, by 
sex, age and citizenship (%).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=lfsa_upgan&lang=en
Date of consultation:  07/12/2021 (last update 10/09/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Employment rate by educational attainment [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - lfsa_ergaedn
Description: Employment rates by sex, age, educational attainment level and citizenship.
Note: The charts refer to the 15-64 age group.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=lfsa_ergaedn&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 10/09/2021)
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DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

HOW TO READ

Migrant population within and outside the country/territory
The chart is relative to migrant population estimates (stock) at 
mid-year. The figure on the left shows the total number of people 
residing in the country/territory who have immigrated from the 
EU (‘EU’) or from somewhere else in the world (‘other’). The figure 
on the right shows the total number of people from the country/
territory who have emigrated to the EU (‘EU’) or to somewhere 
else in the world (‘other’).
UNDESA estimates on migration stocks are available every five 
years, with a two-year revision as of 2017.

Refugees from/within the country/territory & IDPs - 2020
The chart shows the number of people at the end of the reference year 
for the following groups:
- Refugees and people in refugee-like situations from the country/territory 
residing in an EU MS (‘EU’) or in countries and territories other than that 
of birth and outside the EU (‘other’);
- Refugees and people in refugee-like situations in the country/territory;
- Internally Displaced People (IDPs) due to armed conflict, generalised 
violence or human rights violations in the country/territory as well as 
to natural disasters.
Data on refugees and people in refugee-like situations is from UNHCR 
and UNRWA. Data on IDPs is from IDMC. IDPs data includes people who 
have been displaced by both conflicts and natural disasters.

First time applications
The chart shows the number of citizens from the country/territory who 
have made a first application for asylum in an EU MS per year. The data 
covers multiple years and is broken down by sex. The total number of 
annual applications is at the bottom of the chart.
First instance decisions
The chart shows the decisions made by EU MS on asylum applications 
by nationals of the country/territory. Outcomes are one of the following:
- ‘Geneva’ for ‘Geneva convention status’;
- ‘Subsid.’ for ‘Subsidiary protection’;
- ‘Human.’ for ‘Humanitarian protection’;
- and ‘Reject.’ for ‘Rejected application’.
The total number of annual decisions is on the right of the chart.

First residence permits issued during the year
The top chart shows the number of people from the country/territory 
who have received a first residence permit in an EU MS each year, 
during the last four years. The reasons for issuing permits are ‘Work’, 
‘Family’, ‘Education’ or ‘Other’ (which includes all forms of National and 
International Protection. Further details in Technical Notes).
Valid resident permits at the end of the year
The bottom chart shows the number of migrants from the country/
territory residing in the EU at the end of the year and the different types 
of residence permits that they hold. It also shows the number of people 
with permits that are valid for at least five years (national and EU long 
term residence permits). This signals the total number of permits held by 
people in the country/territory at the end of the year (the migrant stock).

Persons found to be illegally present
The chart shows the annual number of people from the country/territory who have been determined by EU MS authorities to be ‘illegally present’ 
under their national laws relating to immigration. Note that the definition of ‘illegally’ may vary across MSs and only people who are apprehended 
or otherwise come to the attention of immigration authorities are counted. People who are ‘illegally present’ might have entered the EU MS legally.
Persons ordered to leave, persons returned and return rate
The bar chart shows the annual number of people from the country/territory who have been ‘Ordered to leave’ the MS and those who have 
physically ‘Returned’ to their country/territory of origin or another third country. From this data a ‘Return rate’ has been calculated. This is the ratio 
between the number of people physically returned and the people ordered to leave. Since it is calculated on annual data, it might result higher 
than 100%, because of administrative backlogs.

This section covers 171 non-EU countries and territories grouped 
by geographical continent and subcontinents according to Eurostat 
guidelines. This organisation is based on geographical criteria 
only and does not have any political implication. More detailed 
information is available in the Technical Notes at the end of this 
section. For each country/territory, the charts are organised in 
thematic parts. Maps and flags are for illustrative purposes only.
The data refers to 2020. If the data for 2020 is not available 
from the original source, the corresponding field is either missing 
or indicated as ‘N/A’. Whenever 2020 data is not available for 
an entire thematic part, the latest available values are provided.
Note that in some cases, the sum of percentages or of individual 
values might not add up to 100 or to the total value. This is due 
to rounding and confidence intervals.

Population - 2020
The figure on the top shows the total population estimates (in 
thousands) in the medium fertility variant scenario.
The pyramid shows the demographic composition of the population 
in the country/territory. It indicates the estimated number of people 
(in thousands) by age group and sex (males and females) in 
2020. The original UNDESA estimates are organised in five-year 
cohorts and have been aggregated to obtain ten-year cohorts.
The figure on the bottom shows the population change (%) between 
2020 and 2030 according to the medium fertility variant scenario.
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NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)

Labour force participation rate by sex and age group, Employment by sex and economic activity, Employment rate by sex and 
age group, and Unemployment rate by sex and age group
Four indicators give an overview of labour market conditions in the selected country/territory.
The number at the top shows the latest available value of the ‘total’ indicator, i.e. without any disaggregation by possible dimensions 
(sex, age, or/and economic activity).
For continent and subcontinent factsheets, the latest available values of the ‘total’ indicator are shown for all countries within the region.
See Technical Notes at the end of this section for definitions and additional info on the four indicators.

Citizens who have acquired citizenship in EU
The bar chart shows the acquisition of citizenship over each of 
the last four years by people who are nationals of this country/
territory and have moved to an EU MS.

This section shows whether the country/territory is a State Party to (by 
accession, ratification or succession) or has preliminary endorsed (by 
signature) key international agreements and bilateral agreements with 
the EU. This gives an overview of international and bilateral frameworks 
governing different forms of migration in the country/territory. For a 
definition of each agreement, see the Technical Notes. For continent and 
subcontinent factsheets, only the number of countries/territories that 
are part of each agreement is shown; please check the specific country/
territory factsheet to see its negotiation phase for each agreement.

Global Peace Index, Political stability, Control of Corruption, 
and Government effectiveness.
Four indicators give an overview of the political context in the 
selected country/territory.
The number at the top shows the latest available data. The line 
shows the trend over time for the annual value.
For continent and subcontinent factsheets, the latest available 
values are shown for all countries within the region.
See Technical Notes at the end of this section for definitions and 
additional info on the four indicators. 

Humanitarian aid + ODA, Remittances and Net FDIs (as % 
of GDP)
The chart presents aggregated data on Humanitarian aid plus 
Official Development Assistance (ODA), Remittances and Net 
Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) sent to the country/territory 
during the reference year. The bars show these three types of 
financial transfers as a percentage of GDP. 
For continent and subcontinent factsheets, the latest available 
values are shown for all countries within the region.
See Technical Notes at the end of this section for definition and 
info on the three financial inflows.

Below international poverty line, GDP per capita (PPP), Urban 
population, and Under 5 mortality rate
Four indicators give an overview of the context of the social 
conditions in the selected country/territory. 
The number at the top shows the latest available data. The line 
shows the trend over time for the annual value.
For continent and subcontinent factsheets, the latest available 
values are shown for all countries within the region.
See Technical Notes at the end of this section for definitions and 
additional info on the four indicators.

NEETs, Government expenditures in education, and Working-
age population by sex and education
Three indicators give an overview of human capital in the selected 
country/territory.
The number at the top shows the latest available data. The line 
shows the trend over time for the annual value.
For continent and subcontinent factsheets, the latest available 
values are shown for all countries within the region.
See Technical Notes at the end of this section for definitions and 
additional info on the four indicators.
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39%48%12%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		180	116
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Val.Perm.	EU
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Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		177	342

		340	144
Val.Perm.	EU
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First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year
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	20	668
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This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line 
with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration 
of independence.

*
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1244/1999	and	the	ICJ	Opinion	on	the	Kosovo	declaration	of	independence.
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Data on Kosovo is included in Serbia. This is without prejudice to positions on status and reflects data in the original source.

Data on Kosovo is included in Serbia. This is without prejudice to positions on status and reflects data in the original source.
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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19.3	(2020)

Uganda	(Eastern	Africa)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

54.6	(2019)32.2	(2020)	39.5	(2019) 2	745	(2020)
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POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

86.4	(2019)29.0	(2020)	27.2	(2017) 2	280	(2020)

34.9	(2020)
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NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

42.4	(2019)52.0	(2020)	13.8	(2015) 8	894	(2020)

67.9	(2020)
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POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

34.5	(2019)67.4	(2020)	18.7	(2014) 11	466	(2020)

40.6	(2020)
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POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
South	Africa

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		200 		400 		600 		800

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		655

		668

		673

		838

0 4

2.42

2.37

2.34	(2021)

0 100

45.0

37.6

39.5

40.8

0 50

51.2

71.1

79.1

37.1

0K 5K 10K

	10	089

	11	435

	12	452

	12	840

0 100

25.7

16.2

34.8

18.7

0 100

62.2

56.9

59.5

64.8

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	51.5%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

62.9

54.0

83.5

28.0

49.6

36.7

69.2

23.1

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	36.7%

men women

25+

15-2..

56.7

13.0

42.1

8.7

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		16	686

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	2	843

	5	893

	9	340

		604

	6	187

	7	346

		278

		880

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	28.7%

men women

25+

15-24

23.5

53.6

26.7

62.2

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants -

Geneva	Convention 12	Jan	1996	a

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 20	Feb	2004	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

0.1

0.6

0.0

0.6

0.1	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

0.4

0.7

0.3

0.6

0.3	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

6.8	(2020)

		0 		5 		10

5.7

5.4

5.1

6.0

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

34.3

32.9

30.5

NEETs

[%]

32.5%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

10%

28%

51%

10%

2%

12%

26%

49%

12%

1%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		42	633	(2020)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

1%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

207MIGRATION IN AFRICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



2017

2018

2019

2020

56%

42%

29%

29%

15%

20%

20%

28%

35%

40%

37%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	62	689
	47	389

	33	474

	23	813
	16	229

	10	143

	5	727
	2	388

		416

		13
		0

	60	381
	45	891

	32	724

	23	691
	16	452

	10	680

	6	379
	2	819

		543

		21
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Western	Africa	(Africa)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Western	Africa

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

37%

63%

32%

68%

30%

70%

20%

80%
	36	755	65	415	74	405	117	920

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

76%

77%

86%

82%

15%

13%

	53	080

	85	770

	100	870

	106	855

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 	45	240

	61	100

	78	630

	61	030

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
	2	365				49	990

	4	815				57	485

	4	115				69	315

	3	520				53	025

5%

8%

6%

7%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	401	861

	292	905

	522	066

5	162	220

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+28.6%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA

G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
39%41%16%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		551	635

	1	122	556
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	98	115

	110	241

	122	798

	147	350

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	7	552	7	067	6	322	5	957

100% 100% 100%99%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	10	558
	9	426

	8	211	7	451

87% 86% 87% 85%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

WESTERN AFRICA

208 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN AFRICA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

Western	Africa	(Africa)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Western	Africa

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 	20	000 	40	000 	60	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

	42	175

	42	599

	47	328

	58	664

0 4

	2.8	(2021)
Mali

	1.7	(2021)
Ghana

0 100

3.8	(2020)
Mali

77.4	(2020)
Cape	Verde

0 50 100

117.2	(2019)
Nigeria

14.9	(2019)
Cape	Verde

0K 5K 10K

	1	197	(2020)
Niger

	6	045	(2020)
Cape	Verde

0 50 100

68.4	(2010)
Guinea-Bissau

3.4	(2015)
Cape	Verde

0 100

16.6	(2020)
Niger

66.7	(2020)
Cape	Verde

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

Labour	force	participation	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Western	African	countries	-	2020

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Senegal
44%

Liberia
73%

Employment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Western	African	countries	-	2020

20%

40%

60%
Mauritania

40%
Niger
71%

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		123	371

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult. 	31	686

	27	709

	68	636

	9	241

	17	497

	30	123

	54	735

	7	115

Unemployment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Western	African	countries	-	2020

10%

20%
Cape	Verde

13%
Niger
1%

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants

Geneva	Convention

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime

EU	Mobility	Partnership

EU	readmission	agreement 1/16	countries

1/16	countries

16/16	countries

16/16	countries

15/16	countries

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2 0 2

0.828	(2020)
Cape	Verde

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

0.2	(2020)
Cape	Verde

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

0 5 10 15

1.89	(2020)
Mauritania

9.26	(2020)
Sierra	Leone

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

11.10%	(2019)
Sierra	Leone

37.67%	(2019)
Senegal

NEETs

[%]

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

12%

25%

16%

44%

3%

18%

12%

57%

7%

5%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

Financial

0%

10%

20%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

209MIGRATION IN AFRICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



BENIN

2017

2018

2019

2020

20%

16%

16%

14%

44%

50%

50%

53%

31%

29%

29%

29%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	1	825
	1	408

	1	038

		715
		481

		313

		177
		77

		19

		1
		0

	1	772
	1	371

	1	024

		722
		500

		337

		202
		108

		30

		3
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Benin	(Western	Africa)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Benin

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

35%

65%

29%

71%

28%

72%

19%

81%
		285		455		375		535

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

86%

81%

78%

85%

9%

		260

		345

		430

		840

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		380

		475

		435

		520

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		25					435

		45					540

		45					450

		40					820

6%

8%

10%

5%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	12	123

31%

31%

		606

	1	396

	6	000

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+29.3%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
19%22%46%13%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		7	321

		18	507
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	2	670

	2	894

	2	494

	2	177

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

		394		366		309		248

100% 100% 100% 100%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		682		635
		541		504

96% 95% 96% 95%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

210 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN AFRICA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

90.3	(2019)48.4	(2020)	49.6	(2015) 3	323	(2020)

29.7	(2020)

Benin	(Western	Africa)

NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Benin

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		500 	1	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		788

		894

	1	001

	1	214

0 4

1.95

2.17

2.09	(2021)

0 100

53.6

74.6

45.2

59.7

0 50 100

110.8

122.8

99.6

1K 2K 3K

	2	478

	2	582

	2	705

	2	946

0 100

49.6

51.4

0 100

43.1

38.3

40.5

45.7

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	70.0%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

72.8

86.6

94.4

38.6

68.8

76.4

84.9

45.6

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	68.2%

men women

25+

15-2..

90.0

36.8

79.1

43.2

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		4	714

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult. 	1	115

	2	397

		489

		794 	1	253

	2	317

		689

		374

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	2.5%

men women

25+

15-24

1.6

4.7

1.7

5.1

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants 6	Jul	2018	r

Geneva	Convention 4	Apr	1962	d

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 30	Aug	2004	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

-0.7

-0.5

-0.6

-0.9

0.0	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-0.6

-0.2

-0.6

-0.7

-0.3	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

3.0	(2019)

		0 		5 		10

3.7

2.1

2.7

3.2

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

16.0

18.0

15.2

NEETs

[%]

17.1%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

10%

21%

19%

41%

9%

15%

15%

62%

5%

3%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		6	060	(2018)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

2%

4%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

211MIGRATION IN AFRICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



BURKINA FASO

2017

2018

2019

2020

44%

31%

23%

22%

22%

29%

35%

33%

27%

32%

34%

35%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	3	334
	2	562

	1	777

	1	213
		773

		451

		226
		91

		17

		1
		0

	3	218
	2	467

	1	731

	1	215
		814

		526

		313
		143

		29

		1
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Burkina	Faso	(Western	Africa)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Burkina	Faso

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

28%

72%

28%

72%

22%

78%

12%

88%
		410		715		785	1	370

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

77%

77%

80%

72%

13%

17%

8%

		540

		760

	1	140

	1	265

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		395

		570

		855

		925

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		25					365

		70					535

		90					695

		65					985

7%

13%

13%

7%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	20	903

92%

	15	694

	20	252

1	095	000

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+31.1%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
18%48%26% 8%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		12	563

		22	840
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	1	792

	2	156

	2	251

	2	441

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

		724		705		674		598

100% 100% 100% 100%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	1	599	1	519	1	435	1	352

99% 98% 98% 98%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

212 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN AFRICA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021
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30%48%14% 8%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

79.3	(2019)51.7	(2020)	29.8	(2015) 5	174	(2020)
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POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

46.2	(2019)57.3	(2020)	12.7	(2016) 5	305	(2020)

51.9	(2020)

Ghana	(Western	Africa)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Ghana

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 	2	000 	4	000 	6	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

	4	008

	4	166

	5	488

	7	289

0 4

1.76

1.85

1.72	(2021)

0 100

46.9

33.3

44.3

51.9

0 50 100

69.1

82.9

54.6

2K 4K

	2	735

	3	090

	3	729

	4	662

0 100

11.2

12.7

23.4

0 100

50.7

43.9

47.3

54.1

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	66.2%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

71.7

76.5

88.8

43.5

63.9

71.9

79.1

38.5

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	63.2%

men women

25+

15-2..

82.2

39.6

72.5

35.3

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		12	388

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult. 	2	408

	1	275

	2	937

	6	619

	1	275

	1	333

	3	161

	5	769

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	4.5%

men women

25+

15-24

2.8

9.0

3.4

8.4

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants 7	Sep	2000	r

Geneva	Convention 18	Mar	1963	a

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 21	Aug	2012	a

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

0.0

-0.1

-0.2

-0.4

-0.1	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

0.0

0.1

-0.2

-0.2

-0.2	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

4.0	(2018)

		0 		5 		10

5.5

7.4

4.6

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

23.6

24.4

25.5

NEETs

[%]

31.7%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

27%

50%

14%

9%

0%

17%

51%

26%

6%

0%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		17	562	(2017)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

2%

4%

6%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

219MIGRATION IN AFRICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



GUINEA

2017

2018

2019

2020

69%

56%

48%

53%

20%

26%

28%

21%17%

8%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	1	996
	1	614

	1	190

		690
		382

		247

		155
		65

		14

		0
		0

	1	969
	1	586

	1	176

		781
		517

		367

		253
		107

		23

		1
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Guinea	(Western	Africa)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Guinea

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

41%

59%

34%

66%

28%

72%

14%

86%
	7	450	12	140	14	660	17	730

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

71%

74%

82%

78%

11%15%

14%

14%

18% 	10	520

	13	955

	14	120

	14	000

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 	3	625

	10	730

	17	240

	10	390

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		170				6	895

		275				9	695

		410				15	020

		335				8	115

2%

3%

3%

4%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	13	133

12%88%

12%

	26	792

	6	029

	2	600

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+29.6%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
51%34%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		33	804

		76	983
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	10	377

	10	428

	10	358

	13	236

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

		121		127		179
		233

99% 99%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		551
		493		456		405

89% 87% 86% 82%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

220 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN AFRICA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

98.8	(2019)36.9	(2020)	36.1	(2012) 2	671	(2020)

23.6	(2020)

Guinea	(Western	Africa)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Guinea

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 	1	000 	2	000 	3	000 	4	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

	3	594

	3	553

	4	118

	3	974

0 4

2.25

2.33

2.07	(2021)

0 100

4.7

4.2

32.9

16.0

0 100

118.1

135.0

107.9

0K 1K 2K

	1	705

	1	794

	1	871

	2	088

0 100

58.4

63.0

36.1

0 100

33.7

30.9

32.3

35.1

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	59.6%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

59.9

73.8

80.2

35.4

62.7

64.3

77.1

47.8

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	57.0%

men women

25+

15-2..

73.0

33.2

68.8

45.8

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		4	250

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult. 	1	133

	1	913

		199

		580

	1	445

	2	338

		847

		46

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	4.4%

men women

25+

15-24

5.0

6.2

2.8

4.1

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants 7	Sep	2000	a

Geneva	Convention 28	Dec	1965	d

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 9	Nov	2004	a

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.2

-0.9

-1.0

-1.1

-1.0	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.1

-0.8

-1.1

-1.0

-0.9	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

2.2	(2020)

		0 		5 		10

2.6

2.6

2.5

1.8

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

25.8

23.4

22.4

NEETs

[%]

23.0%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

11%

24%

12%

50%

3%

16%

11%

69%

3%

2%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		6	350	(2019)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

2%

4%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

221MIGRATION IN AFRICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



GUINEA-BISSAU

2017

2018

2019

2020

43%

24%

15%25%

32%

42%

48%

40%

34%

21%

23%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 		294
		226

		168

		122
		74

		43

		25
		9

		2

		0
		0

		289
		225

		174

		132
		82

		50

		35
		15

		3

		0
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Guinea-Bissau	(Western	Africa)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Guinea-Bissau

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

28%

72%

14%

86%

14%

86%

5%

95%
		290		595		655	1	325

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

78%

77%

92%

90%

19%

16%

		305

		835

		945

	1	120

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 	2	545

		720

		990

	1	120

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		20					700

		50					935

		45				1	270

		30				1	330

3%

5%

4%

2%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	1	968

92% 8%

8%

	1	638

	1	846

		0

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+25.1%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
51%32%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		11	016

		30	042
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	4	062

	4	260

	2	907

	2	493

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

		18		22		21		21

2005 2010 2015 2020

		112
		98		92		83

40% 39% 39% 44%

60% 61% 61% 56%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

222 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN AFRICA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

51.7	(2019)62.6	(2020)	10.3	(2015) 2	159	(2020)

55.2	(2020)

The	Gambia	(Western	Africa)

NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
The	Gambia

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		500 	1	000 	1	500

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		915

	1	111

	1	251

	1	594

0 4

2.13

1.95

1.85	(2021)

0 100

48.8

69.3

47.1

53.9

0 50 100

72.9

90.3

60.0

0K 1K 2K

	2	270

	2	216

	2	347

	2	059

0 100

25.4

10.3

46.1

0 100

55.7

47.9

52.0

59.2

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	57.2%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

67.8

76.7

85.0

44.9

51.1

52.8

62.7

36.8

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	51.7%

men women

25+

15-2..

76.5

40.9

52.8

30.6

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:			708

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

		221

		407

		92

		94

		100

		189

		301

		12

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	9.6%

men women

25+

15-24

5.7

8.9

10.4

16.7

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants 20	Sep	2017	s

Geneva	Convention 7	Sep	1966	d

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 5	May	2003	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

-0.6

-0.4

-0.8

-0.7

-0.3	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-0.7

-0.5

-0.9

-0.7

-0.7	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

2.9	(2019)

		0 		5 		10

2.6

1.5

0.7

2.2

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

35.0

34.5

33.4

NEETs

[%]

32.9%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

24%

30%

38%

7%

1%

19%

29%

48%

4%

1%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		1	330	(2018)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

10%

20%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

239MIGRATION IN AFRICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



TOGO

2017

2018

2019

2020

31%

20%

20%

20%

31%

36%

38%

34%

34%

38%

38%

41%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	1	173
		961

		690

		531
		367

		217

		120
		51

		9

		0
		0

	1	167
		954

		686

		533
		377

		233

		136
		61

		12

		0
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Togo	(Western	Africa)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Togo

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

28%

72%

23%

77%

21%

79%

18%

82%
		440		790		875	1	340

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

78%

83%

86%

81%

8%

		585

		940

	1	330

	1	315

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		400

		625

		680

		595

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		20					455

		40					665

		35					675

		45					600

4%

6%

5%

8%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	8	279

63%37%

63%

	7	704

	10	798

		0

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+25.9%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
30%49%9%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		10	500

		28	368
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	2	532

	3	132

	2	931

	3	154

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

		280		277		256
		204

100% 100% 100%99%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		545
		495

		417		406

90% 89% 90% 89%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

240 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN AFRICA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

66.9	(2019)42.8	(2020)	51.1	(2015) 2	108	(2020)

15.6	(2020)

Togo	(Western	Africa)

NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Togo

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		500 	1	000 	1	500 	2	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

	1	430

	1	267

	1	822

	1	934

0 4

1.97

2.02

2.24	(2021)

0 100

39.8

35.4

38.1

7.8

0 50 100

88.0

101.9

75.8

0K 1K 2K

	1	700

	1	574

	1	626

	1	920

0 100

51.1

56.5

0 100

37.5

32.9

35.2

40.1

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	57.3%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

61.4

69.0

82.2

23.7

56.3

61.7

72.8

27.7

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	55.0%

men women

25+

15-2..

77.9

21.0

68.8

25.8

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		2	703

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	1	384

		525

		286

		574

	1	319

		354

		235

		730

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	4.1%

men women

25+

15-24 11.4

3.51.9

6.7

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants 15	Nov	2001	s

Geneva	Convention 27	Feb	1962	d

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 2	Jul	2004	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.0

-0.8

-0.7

-0.9

-0.7	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.4

-1.1

-1.2

-1.4

-0.7	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

5.0	(2019)

		0 		5 		10

4.1

3.9

3.2

5.1

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

10.5

9.3

9.9

NEETs

[%]

11.3%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

50%

36%

5%

8%

0%

33%

62%

2%

3%

0%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		3	783	(2017)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

5%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

241MIGRATION IN AFRICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)





MIGRATION IN   
ASIA



ASIA

2017

2018

2019

2020

44%

34%

27%

33%

16%

18%

20%

27%

30%

30%

30%

13%

18%

23%

22%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	371	985
	369	629

	368	424

	364	066
	309	691

	264	324

	174	738
	80	350

	25	250

	2	708
		57

	341	218
	335	708

	336	861

	342	694
	296	454

	259	170

	178	132
	92	109

	35	953

	5	779
		207

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Asia

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Asia

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

30%

70%

34%

66%

36%

64%

36%

64%
	183	975	272	320	269	190	291	900

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

45%

53%

55%

49%

22%27%

25%

30% 	220	125

	238	875

	272	915

	562	245

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 	177	940

	236	975

	192	910

	196	360

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
	20	650				122	990

	35	415				171	460

	35	905				146	790

	36	220				153	525

17%

21%

24%

24%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 4	555	508

6	112	441

11	760	690

22	081	027

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+7.2%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU
ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE
S	
O
N
LY

2020
43%33%19%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

	2	080	780

	5	282	215
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	536	409

	784	715

	852	493

	869	937

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	79	377	72	669	64	562
	51	805

99% 99% 99% 99%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	1
11
	3
27

	1
00
	1
38

	8
5	
25
0

	7
0	
07
5

94% 93% 94% 92%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

244 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN ASIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

Asia
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Asia

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 	50	000 	100	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

	128	073

	110	062

	120	996

	135	232

0 4

	3.6	(2021)
Afghanistan

	1.3	(2021)
Singapore

0 100

0.0
Syria

97.2
Singapore

0 50

67.2
Pakistan

2.5
Japan

0K 100K

	1	979
Afghanistan

	93	397
Singapore

0 50 100

61.6	(2003)
Uzbekistan

0.0	(2005)
Azerbaijan

0 100

18.7
Sri	Lanka

100.0
Singapore

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

Labour	force	participation	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Asian	countries	-	2020

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Jordan
38%

Qatar
86%

Employment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Asian	countries	-	2020

0%

50%
Jordan
31%

Qatar
83%

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:	1	982	031

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

1	277	790

	387	080

	362	422

	528	288

	205	263

	138	298

	360	681

	704	241

Unemployment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Asian	countries	-	2020

10%

20%
Palestine
27%

Cambodia
0%

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants

Geneva	Convention

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime

EU	Mobility	Partnership

EU	readmission	agreement 5/47	countries

4/47	countries

47/47	countries

18/47	countries

11/47	countries

Check	the	single	countries	for	the	different	negotiation	phases

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2 0 2 4

-1.713
Syria

2.152
Singapore

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-2.3
Yemen

2.3
Singapore

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

0 5 10

1.33%	(2019)
Bangladesh

6.85%	(2018)
Bhutan

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

3.11%	(2019)
Japan

44.40%	(2019)
Yemen

NEETs

[%]

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

15%

20%

46%

19%

0%

12%

16%

40%

31%

0%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

Financial

0%

10%

20%

30%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

245MIGRATION IN ASIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



CENTRAL ASIA

2017

2018

2019

2020

21%

19%

18%

18%

32%

34%

30%

29%

24%

24%

20%

18%

23%

23%

32%

35%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	8	227
	6	184

	6	238

	5	946
	4	156

	3	260

	1	990
		579

		216

		17
		0

	7	795
	5	896

	6	024

	5	988
	4	328

	3	666

	2	475
		878

		427

		50
		1

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Central	Asia	(Asia)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Central	Asia

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

31%

69%

34%

66%

35%

65%

38%

62%

	2	300	4	135	3	155	3	140

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

79%

80%

85%

90%

13%

	3	655

	2	930

	3	005

	4	105

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 	2	655

	3	395

	3	145

	2	915

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
	1	615				3	240

	2	275				3	955

	2	020				3	000

	1	715				3	250

50%

58%

67%

53%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	74	339

	11	430

	6	364

	2	570

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+12.8%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A

P
	A

N
D

	F
LA

G
	F

O
R

	IL
LU

ST
R

A
TI

V
E

	P
U

R
P

O
SE

S	
O

N
LY

2020
24%51%14%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		55	239

		109	344
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	16	985

	22	472

	17	814

	14	612

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	5	564	5	393	5	265	5	236

100% 100%99% 99%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	7	836	7	428	7	232	6	919

88% 85% 86% 82%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

246 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN ASIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

Central	Asia	(Asia)

NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Central	Asia

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 	1	000 	2	000 	3	000 	4	000 	5	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

	4	839

	4	877

	5	244

	5	170

0 4

	2.2	(2021)
Turkmenistan

	1.9	(2021)
Kazakhstan

0 100

27.4	(2020)
Tajikistan

39.2	(2020)
Kazakhstan

0 20 40

10.5	(2019)
Kazakhstan

0K 40K

	3	658	(2020)
Tajikistan

	25	337	(2020)
Kazakhstan

0 50 100

61.6	(2003)
Uzbekistan

0.0	(2018)
Kazakhstan

0 100

27.5	(2020)
Tajikistan

57.7	(2020)
Kazakhstan

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

Labour	force	participation	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Central	Asian	countries	-	2020

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Tajikistan
39%

Kazakhstan
66%

Employment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Central	Asian	countries	-	2020

20%

40%

60%
Tajikistan

36%Kazakhstan
62%

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		29	164

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	16	907

	4	023

	5	037

	7	847

	12	257

	2	684

	1	802

	7	772

Unemployment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Central	Asian	countries	-	2020

10%

20% Kyrgyzstan
8%

Turkmenistan
4%

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants

Geneva	Convention

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime

EU	Mobility	Partnership

EU	readmission	agreement 0/5	countries

0/5	countries

5/5	countries

4/5	countries

2/5	countries

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-3 -2 -1 0

-1.542	(2020)
Turkmenistan

-0.391	(2020)
Kazakhstan

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.2	(2020)
Turkmenistan

0.2	(2020)
Kazakhstan

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

0 5 10

2.86	(2019)
Kazakhstan

5.71	(2019)
Tajikistan

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

9.03%	(2019)
Kazakhstan

22.48%	(2019)
Kyrgyzstan

NEETs

[%]

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

14%

61%

23%

2%

59%

32%

4%

5%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

Financial

0%

10%

20%

30%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

247MIGRATION IN ASIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



KAZAKHSTAN

2017

2018

2019

2020

21%

22%

24%

22%

35%

37%

36%

36%

28%

27%

23%

21%

17%

22%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	1	992
	1	397

	1	304

	1	481
	1	115

		944

		601
		193

		81

		5
		0

	1	876
	1	324

	1	269

	1	512
	1	171

	1	095

		838
		360

		197

		21
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Kazakhstan	(Central	Asia)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Kazakhstan

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

40%

60%

38%

62%

39%

61%

42%

58%

		515	1	175		685		625

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

88%

80%

90%

94% 		865

		770

		675

		760

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		945

	1	335

	1	045

		850

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		345					860

		575				1	010

		575					815

		460					815

40%

57%

71%

56%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	18	777

48%52%

48%

48%

	2	741

		440

	1	800

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+9.9%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A

P
	A

N
D

	F
LA

G
	F

O
R

	IL
LU

ST
R

A
TI

V
E

	P
U

R
P

O
SE

S	
O

N
LY

2020
22%60% 9%8%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		35	896

		67	083
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	8	381

	11	466

	9	470

	7	769

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	3	732	3	546	3	335	3	103

100% 100% 100% 100%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	4	204	3	886	3	798	3	718
29%

80% 77% 77% 71%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

248 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN ASIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

34.3	(2019)34.9	(2020)	22.5	(2011) 6	118	(2020)

17.0	(2020)
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NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

13.9	(2019)75.9	(2020)	0.5	(2018) 12	433	(2020)

7.5	(2020)
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POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

7.6	(2019)40.7	(2020)	0.0	(2016) 13	049	(2020)

58.5	(2020)
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POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

25.9	(2019)70.9	(2020)	1.7	(2012) 9	255	(2020)

1.4	(2020)

Iraq	(Western	Asia)

NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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		11	005

		30	736
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	3	755

	5	740

	5	822

	5	409

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	1	954	2	012	1	956	1	890

83% 85% 85% 85%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		359		331		334		317

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

328 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN ASIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

3.7	(2019)92.6	(2020)	0.2	(2016) 38	341	(2020)

18.4	(2020)

Israel	(Western	Asia)

NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Israel

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		200 		400 		600

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		593

		572

		588

		695

0 4

2.69

2.94

2.67	(2021)

0 100

10.4

16.9

11.4

13.1

0 2 4 6

4.6

5.6

3.9

0K 20K 40K

	31	417

	31	239

	34	800

	37	555

0 100

0.2

0.2

0.5

0 100

91.8

91.5

92.2

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	62.2%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

68.0

76.8

86.3

46.2

59.6

63.2

79.9

47.5

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	59.3%

men women

25+

15-2..

71.5

43.4

60.5

44.1

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		3	765

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	1	444

	1	975

		505

		26

	1	639

	1	790

		142

		8

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	4.6%

men women

25+

15-24

3.3

6.2

3.3

7.2

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants -

Geneva	Convention 1	Oct	1954	r

 1	Oct	1954	r

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 27	Dec	2006		r

27	Dec	2006	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

0.8

1.1

0.9

0.8

0.6	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

1.4

1.1

1.4

1.0

1.1	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

6.2	(2018)

		0 		5 		10

5.5

6.1

5.8

5.9

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

15.1

14.5

14.3

NEETs

[%]

15.3%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

26%

53%

19%

2%

0%

31%

48%

17%

4%

0%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		6	075	(2017)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

2%

4%

6%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

329MIGRATION IN ASIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



JORDAN

2017

2018

2019

2020

14%

13%

14%

17%

34%

36%

39%

37%

42%

41%

34%

36%

13%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	1	131
	1	102

		909

		756
		588

		386

		178
		88

		27

		1
		0

	1	082
	1	078

		894

		735
		553

		370

		188
		103

		33

		3
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Jordan	(Western	Asia)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Jordan

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

32%

68%

32%

68%

37%

63%

37%

63%

		350		755		560		575

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

71%

76%

85%

85%

15% 9%

		440

		510

		450

		735

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		775

		590

		575

		535

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		105					440

		270					520

		205					420

		235					535

24%

52%

49%

44%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	10	203

57%

	2	486

3	009	472

		0

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+4.4%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA

G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
27%13%48%12%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		8	922

		22	057
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	2	739

	4	235

	3	895

	3	535

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	3	458	3	167
	2	787

	2	199

100% 100% 100% 100%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		815		707		602		441

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

330 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN ASIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

15.6	(2019)91.4	(2020)	0.1	(2010) 9	817	(2020)

35.8	(2020)

Jordan	(Western	Asia)

NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

5.1	(2019)77.2	(2020)
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

16.8	(2019)58.4	(2020)	14.8	(2019) 5	138	(2020)

26.4	(2020)

Honduras	(Central	America)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

14.2	(2019)80.7	(2020)	1.7	(2018) 17	888	(2020)

17.9	(2020)
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NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

16.6	(2019)59.0	(2020)	3.4	(2014) 5	280	(2020)

23.1	(2020)

Nicaragua	(Central	America)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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		91	380

		199	555
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	28	766

	33	015

	28	199

	23	213

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	1	905

		159		130		107
99%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	3	024
	2	699	2	554

	1	884

81% 81% 82% 80%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

416 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN AMERICA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories
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Venezuela	(South	America)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Venezuela

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 	1	000 	2	000 	3	000 	4	000

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

	4	095

	3	313

	2	038

	4	144

0 4

2.51

2.47

2.93	(2021)

0 100

12.3

23.3

15.7

13.6

0 10 20

17.1

18.5

19.1

0K0 100

6.7

0 100

88.1

88.0

88.2

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	53.5%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

74.9

68.2

95.6

46.1

42.0

19.6

62.2

21.8

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	48.6%

men women

25+

15-2..

78.9

39.9

44.6

17.2

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		11	137

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	1	444

	4	711

	7	016

		861

	3	791

	4	121

		292

		38

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	9.1%

men women

25+

15-24 13.5

5.7

20.9

6.1

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants 25	Oct	2016	r

Geneva	Convention 19	Sep	1986	a

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 13	May	2002	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.2

-0.7

-1.4

-1.0

-1.6	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.1

-0.7

-1.2

-0.9

-1.8	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

1.3	(2017)

		0 		5 		10

1.9

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

13.4

18.8

20.2

NEETs

[%]

21.6%	(2019)

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

25%

33%

40%

3%

0%

34%

30%

33%

3%

0%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:		23	123	(2017)

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

DATA NOT AVAILABLE

N/A

431MIGRATION IN AMERICA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)





MIGRATION IN  
OCEANIA



OCEANIA

2017

2018

2019

2020

19%

18%

18%

24%

24%

24%

25%

25%

24%

37%

33%

33%

34%

29%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	3	505
	3	247

	3	142

	3	018
	2	595

	2	312

	1	822
	1	173

		468

		82
		1

	3	306
	3	075

	3	003

	3	000
	2	627

	2	370

	1	922
	1	264

		590

		154
		4

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Oceania

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Oceania

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

50%
50%

100%100%
100%

		10		5		5		10

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

100%

100%

100% 		5

		0

		5

		10

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		100

		195

		205

		215

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		40					615

		55					565

		55					400

		80					720

7%

10%

14%

11%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	42	678

		219

	65	531

	100	724

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+12.3%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU
ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE
S	
O
N
LY

2020
26%51%20%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		14	468

		41	375
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	5	803

	11	547

	11	915

	11	244

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	9	394
	8	085

	7	140
	6	037

81% 84% 86% 87%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	1	970	1	751	1	591	1	391

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

434 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN OCEANIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

Oceania
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Oceania

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		200 		400 		600 		800

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		610

		640

		676

		839

0 4

	2.1	(2021)
Papua	New	Guinea

	1.3	(2021)
New	Zealand

0 100

20.3
Papua	New	Guinea

97.6
New	Zealand

0 20 40

50.9
Kiribati

3.6
Australia

0K 100K

	2	292
Kiribati

	48	698
Australia

0 50

38.0	(2009)
Papua	New	Guinea

0.5	(2014)
Australia

0 100

13.3
Papua	New	Guinea

100.0
Nauru

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

Labour	force	participation	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Oceanian	countries	-	2020

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Samoa
43%

Solomon	Islands
84%

Employment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Oceanian	countries	-	2020

0%

50%

Samoa
39%

Solomon	Islands
83%

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		19	072

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	10	143

	1	200

	2	782

	6	161

	1	022

	7	246

	8	929

		661

Unemployment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Oceanian	countries	-	2020

10%

20% Samoa
9%Solomon	Islands

1%

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants

Geneva	Convention

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime

EU	Mobility	Partnership

EU	readmission	agreement 0/15	countries

0/15	countries

12/15	countries

8/15	countries

2/15	countries

Check	the	single	countries	for	the	different	negotiation	phases

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2 0 2

-0.574
Papua	New	Guinea

2.150
New	Zealand

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-1.4
Marshall	Islands

1.6
Australia

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

0 10 20

1.87%	(2018)
Papua	New	Guinea

12.39%	(2019)
Kiribati

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

6.38%	(2019)
Solomon	Islands

37.54%	(2019)
Samoa

NEETs

[%]

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

34%

55%

5%

5%

1%

36%

53%

5%

6%

1%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

Financial

0%

10%

20%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

435MIGRATION IN OCEANIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



AUSTRALIA / NEW ZEALAND

2017

2018

2019

2020

19%

18%

18%

24%

25%

24%

25%

25%

24%

37%

33%

33%

34%

29%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	2	014
	1	923

	2	066

	2	164
	1	924

	1	838

	1	547
	1	066

		444

		81
		1

	1	910
	1	832

	1	981

	2	173
	1	974

	1	898

	1	626
	1	142

		560

		152
		4

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Australia	/	New	Zealand	(Oceania)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Australia	/	New	Zealand

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

50%
50%

100%100%
100%

		10		5		5		10

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

100%

100%

100% 		5

		0

		5

		5

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		90

		170

		195

		190

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		40					615

		55					545

		50					395

		60					695

7%

10%

13%

9%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	30	322

		28

	53	733

	5	470

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+10.0%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
26%52%20%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		14	027

		40	269
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	5	629

	11	358

	11	675

	11	048

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	9	072
	7	773

	6	833
	5	720

81% 84% 86% 87%

2005 2010 2015 2020

	1	405	1	256	1	149		984

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

436 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN OCEANIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

Australia	/	New	Zealand	(Oceania)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Australia	/	New	Zealand

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		200 		400 		600 		800

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		585

		612

		644

		805

0 4

	1.3	(2021)
New	Zealand

	1.5	(2021)
Australia

0 100

97.6	(2020)
New	Zealand

73.1	(2020)
Australia

0 2 4

4.7	(2019)
New	Zealand

3.6	(2019)
Australia

0K 100K

	42	404	(2020)
New	Zealand

	48	698	(2020)
Australia

0.0 0.5 1.0

0.5	(2014)
Australia

0 100

86.2	(2020)
Australia

86.7	(2020)
New	Zealand

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

Labour	force	participation	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Australia	&	New	Zealand	-	2020

0%

20%

40%

60%

80% Australia
65%

New	Zealand
70%

Employment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Australia	&	New	Zealand	-	2020

20%

40%

60% Australia
61%

New	Zealand
66%

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		15	289

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	2	363

	5	436

	8	127

		327

	6	463

	7	162

		147

		552

Unemployment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Australia	&	New	Zealand	-	2020

10%

20% Australia
7%

New	Zealand
5%

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants

Geneva	Convention

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime

EU	Mobility	Partnership

EU	readmission	agreement 0/2	countries

0/2	countries

2/2	countries

2/2	countries

0/2	countries

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

1 2 3 4

2.1505	(2020)
New	Zealand

1.6652	(2020)
Australia

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

1.6	(2020)
New	Zealand

1.6	(2020)
Australia

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

0 5 10

5.11	(2018)
Australia

6.05	(2018)
New	Zealand

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

8.36%	(2019)
Australia

11.45%	(2019)
New	Zealand

NEETs

[%]

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

Financial

0%

1%

2%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

N/A

437MIGRATION IN OCEANIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



AUSTRALIA

2017

2018

2019

2020

18%

17%

17%

26%

27%

27%

25%

25%

24%

37%

31%

32%

32%

28%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	1	699
	1	603

	1	721

	1	861
	1	642

	1	536

	1	296
		893

		378

		69
		1

	1	610
	1	527

	1	655

	1	857
	1	664

	1	571

	1	356
		953

		474

		130
		3

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Australia	(Australia	/	New	Zealand)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Australia

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

50%
50%

100%100%
100%

		10		5		5		5

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

100%

100% 		5

		0

		5

		0

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		70

		135

		150

		135

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		30					485

		45					410

		40					285

		45					555

6%

11%

14%

8%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	25	500

75%

		20

	57	411

	5	100

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+10.5%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU
ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE
S	
O
N
LY

2020
26%51%20%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		11	234

		31	536
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	4	433

	9	039

	9	197

	8	693

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	7	688
	6	731

	5	884
	4	879

79% 83% 85% 86%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		599		518		487		429

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

438 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN OCEANIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

3.6	(2019)86.2	(2020)	0.5	(2014) 48	698	(2020)

73.1	(2020)

Australia	(Australia	/	New	Zealand)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Australia

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		200 		400 		600

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		464

		500

		495

		631

0 4

1.39

1.42

1.47	(2021)

0 100

78.2

93.1

75.7

76.2

0 2 4 6

4.8

5.7

3.9

0K 40K

	38	343

	42	217

	44	992

	47	636

0 100

0.5

0.5

0.3

0 100

85.2

84.6

85.7

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	64.9%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

71.2

73.3

90.8

67.7

60.8

61.3

79.3

67.6

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	60.6%

men women

25+

15-2..

69.1

58.9

57.3

60.4

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		12	721

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	1	979

	4	582

	6	785

		223

	5	392

	5	936

		102

		442

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	6.6%

men women

25+

15-24 13.0

3.8

10.7

4.0

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants -

Geneva	Convention 22	Jan	1954	a

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 27	May	2004	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

2.0

1.9

1.9

2.0

1.7	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

1.8

1.8

1.6

1.8

1.6	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

5.1	(2018)

		0 		5 		10

4.9

5.6

5.3

4.9

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

9.5

11.3

9.8

NEETs

[%]

8.4%	(2019)

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

2%

4%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

N/A

439MIGRATION IN OCEANIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



NEW ZEALAND

2017

2018

2019

2020

21%

21%

21%

20%

17%

17%

16%

24%

24%

24%

36%

38%

38%

39%

31%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 		316
		320

		345

		303
		282

		302

		252
		173

		66

		12
		0

		300
		305

		327

		316
		310

		327

		270
		189

		86

		22
		1

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

New	Zealand	(Australia	/	New	Zealand)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
New	Zealand

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

100%

		0		0		0		5

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020

100%

		0

		0

		0

		5

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		20

		35

		45

		55

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		10					130

		10					135

		10					110

		15					140

8%

7%

9%

11%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	4	822

77%

77%

		35

	1	748

		370

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+7.3%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU
ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE
S	
O
N
LY

2020
23%53%22%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

		2	793

		8	733
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

	1	196

	2	319

	2	478

	2	355

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

	1	384

	1	041		949		841

94% 94% 94%
93%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		806		738		662		556

98% 98% 98% 97%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

440 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN OCEANIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

4.7	(2019)86.7	(2020)42	404	(2020)

97.6	(2020)

New	Zealand	(Australia	/	New	Zealand)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
New	Zealand

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		50 		100 		150

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		121

		112

		149

		174

0 4

1.29

1.31

1.25	(2021)

0 100

91.5

93.7

99.0

91.7

0 2 4 6

6.1

6.6

5.5

0K 20K 40K

	32	837

	37	293

	37	657

	41	086

0 100 0 100

86.2

86.3

86.3

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Labour	force	participation	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	69.5%

Total

55-64

25-54

15-24

74.6

84.2

93.0

64.1

64.9

73.1

82.2

63.5

Employment	rate	by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	66.4%

men women

25+

15-2..

74.8

57.1

63.1

56.3

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		2	569

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	1	342

		104

		384

		854 	1	071

	1	226

		110

		46

Unemployment	rate		by	sex	and	age	group	[%]
2020	-	overall:	4.6%

men women

25+

15-24 11.0

2.5

11.3

3.1

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants -

Geneva	Convention 30	Jun	1960	a

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime 19	Jul	2002	r

EU	Mobility	Partnership -

EU	readmission	agreement -

a:	accession	|	r:	ratification	|	s:	signatory	|	d:	succession

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-2.5 0 2.5

2.3

2.3

2.3

2.2

2.2	(2020)

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

1.8

1.7

1.9

1.7

1.6	(2020)

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

6.0	(2018)

		0 		5 		10

7.0

6.3

6.3

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

11.1

13.4

11.3

NEETs

[%]

11.5%	(2019)

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

Financial

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

1%

2%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

2020

2015

2010

2005

2000

N/AN/A

441MIGRATION IN OCEANIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



MELANESIA

2017

2018

2019

2020

42%

39%

31%

20%

17%

19%

20%

23%

27%

29%

23%

21%

29%

31%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 	1	366
	1	204

		975

		774
		601

		408

		234
		89

		18

		1
		0

	1	279
	1	131

		927

		746
		582

		409

		253
		102

		22

		1
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Melanesia	(Oceania)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Melanesia

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

		0		0		0		0

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020 		0

		0

		0

		5

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		0

		15

		10

		15

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		0					0

		0					5

		0					0

		5					10

N/A

0%

N/A

50%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 	11	123

	1	063

	10	790

	95	150

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+19.0%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A
P
	A
N
D
	F
LA
G
	F
O
R
	IL
LU

ST
R
A
TI
V
E
	P
U
R
P
O
SE

S	
O
N
LY

2020
34%41%21%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

			276

			708
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

		103

		133

		165

		132

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

		125		120		112		105

70% 67% 63% 62%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		256
		230

		204
		177

99% 99% 99% 99%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

442 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN OCEANIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY



Development	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

Melanesia	(Oceania)
NATURALISATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat ) INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL	(World	Bank,	Inst.	for	Economics	and	Peace ) FINANCIAL	INFLOWS	(World	Bank,	UNOCHA,	OECD,	UNCTAD )

non-EU	country/territory
Melanesia

Global	Peace

Index

Political

stability

Under	5

mort.	rate

GDP	per

capita	(PPP)

Below	intern.

poverty	line

Urban

population

How	to
read

Country
pdf

SOCIAL	CONDITIONS	(World	Bank )

LABOUR	MARKET	(ILO )

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

		0 		5 		10 		15 		20 		25

2016

2017

2018

2019

Naturalisation

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Citizens	who	have	acquired	citizenship	in	EU	during	the	year

		15

		19

		23

		23

0 4

	2.1	(2021)
Papua	New	Guinea

0 100

78.8	(2020)
Vanuatu

20.3	(2020)
Papua	New	Guinea

0 20 40

44.8	(2019)
Papua	New	Guinea

19.7	(2019)
Solomon	Islands

0K 10K 20K

	2	483	(2020)
Solomon	Islands

	10	997	(2020)
Fiji

0 50

38.0	(2009)
Papua	New	Guinea

0.5	(2013)
Fiji

0 100

13.3	(2020)
Papua	New	Guinea

57.2	(2020)
Fiji

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

Labour	force	participation	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Melanesian	countries	-	2020

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Papua	New	Guinea
47%

Solomon	Islands
84%

Employment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Melanesian	countries	-	2020

20%

40%

60%
Papua	New	Guinea

45%

Solomon	Islands
83%

Employment	by	sex	and	economic	activity	[thousand]
2019	-	overall:		3	524

Total

Service

Industry

Agricult.

	1	862

		848

		383

		630

	1	662

		871

		697

		94

Unemployment	rate	(15	years	and	older)	[%]
Melanesian	countries	-	2020

10%

20%
Fiji
5%Solomon	Islands

1%

Inter.	Conv.	on	the	Protection	of	Migrants

Geneva	Convention

UN	Conv.	Against	Transn.	Organized	Crime

EU	Mobility	Partnership

EU	readmission	agreement 0/4	countries

0/4	countries

2/4	countries

3/4	countries

1/4	countries

Previous
page

EDUCATION	(World	Bank,	ILO )

-1 0 1

-0.574	(2020)
Papua	New	Guinea

0.639	(2020)
Fiji

Control	of

Corruption

Government

Effectiveness

-2.5 0 2.5

-0.9	(2020)
Solomon	Islands

0.3	(2020)
Fiji

Govern.	expend.

in		educat.	[%GDP]

0 10 20

1.87	(2018)
Papua	New	Guinea

10.13	(2015)
Solomon	Islands

Hum	Aid	+ODA,	Remittances,	and	Net	FDIs	[%	of	GDP]

		0 		25 		50

6.38%	(2019)
Solomon	Islands

33.23%	(2019)
Vanuatu

NEETs

[%]

men women

Advanced

Intermediate

Basic

Less	than
basic

not	stated

17%

72%

3%

7%

1%

17%

71%

2%

8%

1%

Working	age	population

by	sex	and	education

level

WAP:			183	(2019)

Financial

0%

5%

10%

15%

Hum	Aid	+	ODA Remittances Net	FDIs

Co
un
tr
ie
s	
/	T
er
ri
to
ri
es

443MIGRATION IN OCEANIA ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021

NATURALISATION IN EU  (Eurostat) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

POLITICAL  (World Bank, Inst. for Economics and Peace) FINANCIAL INFLOWS  (World Bank, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS  (World Bank) EDUCATION  (World Bank, ILO)

LABOUR MARKET  (ILO)



FIJI

2017

2018

2019

2020

42%

49%

30%

21%

20%

18%

23%

22%

30%

24%

41%

41%

9%

Work Family Educat. Other

>100

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

<10 		91
		81

		72

		69
		55

		46

		27
		10

		2

		0
		0

		86
		77

		70

		66
		52

		45

		30
		13

		3

		0
		0

M F

Ordered	to	leave Returned

Population
2020

DEMOGRAPHY	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

MIGRATION	[in	thousands]	(UNDESA )

ASYLUM	IN	EU	[1st	instance]	(Eurostat ) RESIDENCE	PERMITS	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

IRREGULAR	MIGRATION	IN	EU	(Eurostat )

Fiji	(Melanesia)

Atlas	of	Migration	-	online	version	2021.0											Knowledge	Centre	on	Migration	and	Demography,	©	European	Union,	2021

Long	term

non-EU	country/territory
Fiji

Migration	in	non-EU	countries	&	territories

How	to
read

Country
pdf

2017 2018 2019 2020

		0		0		0		0

First	time	applications

First	instance	decisions

2017

2018

2019

2020 		0

		0

		0

		5

Asylum	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
M F

Geneva Subsid. Human. Reject.

2017

2018

2019

2020 		0

		5

		5

		5

Persons	found	to	be	illegally	present

2017

2018

2019

2020

Irreg.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
		0					0

		0					5

		0					0

		0					5

N/A

0%

N/A

0%

Persons	ordered	to	leave,	persons	returned	and	return	rate

Population	(2020) 		896

100%

100%

		516

		14

	14	000

Refugees	from/within	the	country/territory		&	IDPs	(2020)

Outside	the	territory:

Within	the	territory:

REFUGEES	AND	IDPs	(UNHCR,	UNWRA,	IDMC )

Refugees	(EU)

Refugees

Refugees	(other)

IDPs

Refugees
2020

Population	change	(2020-2030)
[medium	fertility	variant	scenario]

+7.8%

Res.Perm.	EU

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

M
A

P
	A

N
D

	F
LA

G
	F

O
R

	IL
LU

ST
R

A
TI

V
E

	P
U

R
P

O
SE

S	
O

N
LY

2020
28%41%28%

Valid	residence	permits	at	the	end	of	the	year

			177

			455
Val.Perm.	EU

2020

First	residence	permits	issued	during	the	year

		58

		69

		106

		88

Next
page

2005 2010 2015 2020

		15		15		14		13100% 100% 100% 100%

2005 2010 2015 2020

		234
		209

		184
		157

100% 100% 100% 100%

EU otherImmigrants	from Emigrants	to EU other

Migrants

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Migrant	population	within	and	outside	the	country/territory

13 14 15 15

444 ATLAS OF MIGRATION 2021 MIGRATION IN OCEANIA

MIGRATION  [in thousand] (UNDESA) REFUGEES AND IDPs  (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU  (Eurostat)

DEMOGRAPHY  [in thousand] (UNDESA)

ASYLUM IN EU  [1st instance] (Eurostat) RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU  (Eurostat)

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY

M
AP

 A
N

D
 F

LA
G

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY
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DEMOGRAPHY [IN THOUSAND] (UNDESA)
Indicator: Total population, demographic pyramid and population change
Source of data: UNDESA WPP Standard Projections, Population – medium variant, annual, from 1950 to 2100 (total, 
female, male)
Description: Total population is based on the de facto definition of population in a country/territory, area or region as of 
1st July of the year indicated. It comprises total population, as well as female and male population, and it is presented 
in thousands. The population change between the reference year and 2030 is calculate by KCMD on projections in the 
“Medium Fertility Variant” scenario.
Note: Data on Kosovo is included in Serbia. This is without prejudice to positions on status and reflects data in the 
original source. Data on China do not include Hong Kong and Macao, which are presented separately by the source.
Link: https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/CSV/
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/08/2019).

MIGRATION [IN THOUSAND] (UNDESA)
Indicators: Migrant population within and outside the country/territory
Source of data: UNDESA – Pop. Div. – Total International Migrants Stock by Origin and Destination
Description: International migrant stock at mid-year (both sexes) by origin and by major area, region, country/territory 
or area of destination.
Note: In principle, refugees (under UNHCR and, when relevant, UNRWA) are included in the number of migrants. However, 
it should be noted that inconsistencies might arise when comparing the number of migrants reported by UNDESA with 
the number of refugees reported by UNHCR or by UNRWA. This is mostly due to differences (definitions, reference period 
and methodologies) in data collections..
UNDESA data on Kosovo are included in Serbia. This is without prejudice to positions on status and reflects data in 
the original source. Data on China do not include Hong Kong and Macao, that are presented separately by the source.
Link: https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 15/01/2021)

REFUGEES AND IDPS (UNHCR, UNRWA, IDMC)
Data on Palestine refugees under the mandate of UNRWA has been added to UNHCR data. UNRWA operates in Palestine, 
Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan.
-----------------
Indicator: Refugees
Source of data: UNHCR - Refugee Population Statistics Database
Description: Refugees and people in ‘refugee-like situations’ by origin, end of the year.
Note: According to UNHCR: “Refugees include individuals recognised under the 1951 Convention relating to the Status 
of Refugees; its 1967 Protocol; the 1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa; 
those recognised in accordance with the UNHCR Statute; individuals granted complementary forms of protection; or 
those enjoying temporary protection. Since 2007, the refugee population also includes people in a refugee-like situation” 
(http://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics). According to the UNHCR glossary: “The category of people in a refugee-like 
situation is descriptive in nature and includes groups of people who are outside their country of origin and who face 
protection risks similar to those of refugees, but for whom refugee status has, for practical or other reasons, not 
been ascertained.” (http://reporting.unhcr.org/glossary/r). Data on China do not include Hong Kong and Macao that are 
presented separately by the source.
Link: http://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 10/11/2021)
-------------
Indicator: Palestine refugees
Source of data: UNRWA
Description: Palestine refugees under the mandate of UNRWA.
Link: https://www.unrwa.org/resources/about-unrwa
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 10/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: IDPs
Source of data: IDMC - Global Internal Displacement Database
Description: Total number of Internally Displaced Persons (conflict and violence) at the end of the year.
Note: Data on China do not include Hong Kong and Macao that are presented separately by the source.
Link: http://www.internal-displacement.org/database/displacement-data
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 20/05/2021)
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ASYLUM IN EU [1ST INSTANCE] (EUROSTAT) 
Indicator: First time applications
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_asyappctza
Description: First-time asylum applications by citizenship, age and sex. Annual aggregated data (rounded).
Note: First time asylum applicants are people who lodged an application for asylum for the first time in one of the EU 
Member State during the reference period. The term ‘first-time’ implies no time limitation and therefore people can be 
recorded as first-time applicant only if they have never applied for international protection in the reporting country/
territory in the past, irrespective of whether they have applied in another Member State of the EU.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctza&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: First instance decisions by outcome
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_asydcfsta
Description: First instance decisions on asylum applications by citizenship, age and sex. Annual aggregated data (rounded).
Note: First instance decision means a decision granted by the respective authority acting as a first instance of the 
administrative asylum procedure in the receiving country.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asydcfsta&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 18/11/2021)

RESIDENCE PERMITS IN EU (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: First residence permits
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_resfirst
Description: First permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship.
Note:  Any authorisation issued to a person for the first time by the authorities of a Member State allowing a third country 
national to stay legally on its territory. The dataset is disaggregated by the following groups of reasons: Remunerated 
activities (referred to as ‘Work’), Family, Education and Other. The group ‘Other’ includes Refugee status and Subsidiary 
protection; Humanitarian reasons; Residence only; Unaccompanied minors; Victims of trafficking in human beings; 
and Other reasons not specified. For further information, the reader can refer to the specific dataset from EUROSTAT 
(migrresoth: ‘First permits issued for other reasons by reason, length of validity and citizenship’).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_resfirst&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 09/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Valid permits (stock) – Valid permits at the end of the year (by reason)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_resvalid
Description: All valid permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship on 31 December of each year.
Note: The dataset includes the same four groups of reasons as the First residence permits dataset, as well as two 
additional groups: Refugee status and Subsidiary protection. For consistency in the data presentation, these two have 
been aggregated into the group ‘Other’.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_resvalid&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 26/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Valid permits (stock) – Valid long-term permits at the end of the year
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_reslong
Description: Long-term residents by citizenship on 31 December of each year.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_reslong&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 10/09/2021)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN EU (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Persons found to be illegally present
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_eipre
Description: Third country nationals found to be illegally present - annual data (rounded).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_eipre&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 04/10/2021) 
-----------------
Indicator: Persons ordered to leave
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_eiord
Description: Third country nationals ordered to leave - annual data (rounded).
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Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_eiord&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 12/07/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Persons returned (to a third country/territory following an order to leave)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_eirtn
Description: Third country nationals returned following an order to leave - annual data (rounded).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_eirtn&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 12/07/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Return rate
Note: The Return rate is calculated as the ratio between persons Returned and Ordered to leave in a given year.

NATURALISATION IN EU (EUROSTAT)
Indicator: Acquisition of citizenship
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_acq
Description: Acquisition of citizenship by age group, sex and former citizenship.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_acq&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 08/04/2021)

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS
Indicator: International Convention on the Protection of Migrants
Source of data: United Nations – Treaty Collection
Description: International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their 
Families - New York, 18 December 1990.
Link: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?chapter=4&lang=en&mtdsg_no=IV-13&src=IND
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 31/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Geneva Convention
Source of data: United Nations – Treaty Collection
Description: Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees – Geneva, 28 July 1951.
Note: The dates of accession to the Geneva Convention of Cape Verde, United States and Venezuela refer to the 
accession to the 1967 Protocol only.
Link: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetailsII.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=V-2&chapter=5&Temp=mtdsg2&clang=_en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 31/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime
Source of data: United Nations – Treaty Collection
Description: United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime - New York, 15 November 2000.
Link: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XVIII-12&chapter=18&lang=en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 31/10/2020)
-----------------
Indicator: EU Mobility Partnership
Source of data: Directorate-General of the European Commission ‘Migration and Home Affairs’
Description: The Mobility Partnerships (MP) offer a political framework for comprehensive, enhanced and tailor-made 
dialogue and cooperation with partner countries.
Link: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/international-affairs/global-approach-to-migration_en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 31/10/2020)
-----------------
Indicator: EU readmission agreement
Source of data: Directorate-General of the European Commission ‘Migration and Home Affairs’
Description: Cooperation with non-EU countries on readmission of irregular migrants.
Link: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/irregular-migration-return-policy/return-readmission_en
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 31/10/2020).
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POLITICAL (WORLD BANK, INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMICS AND PEACE)
Indicator: Global Peace Index (GPI)
Source of data: Vision of Humanity (by the Institute for Economics and Peace)
Description: GPI shows the relative peacefulness of states and territories according to multiple variables. GPI values 
range from 1.11 (most peaceful) to 3.81 (least peaceful).
It ranks 163 independent states and territories according to their level of peacefulness. It covers 99.7 per cent of the 
world’s population, using 23 qualitative and quantitative indicators measuring the state of peace using three thematic 
domains: the level of Societal Safety and Security; the extent of Ongoing Domestic and International Conflicts; and the 
degree of Militarisation. 
Link: http://visionofhumanity.org/indexes/global-peace-index/
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 17/06/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism: Percentile Rank
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WGI - PV.PER.RNK
Description: Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism measures perceptions of the likelihood of political 
instability and/or politically-motivated violence, including terrorism. Percentile rank indicates the country country/territory’s 
rank among all countries /territories covered by the aggregate indicator, with 0 corresponding to lowest rank (least 
stable), and 100 to highest rank (most stable).
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=1181&series=PV.PER.RNK
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 27/09/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Control of Corruption 
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WGI – CC.EST
Description: Control of Corruption captures perceptions of the extent to which public power is exercised for private 
gain, including both petty and grand forms of corruption, as well as “capture” of the state by elites and private interests. 
The value goes from 2.5 (very low corruption) to -2.5 (very high corruption).
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=1181&series=CC.EST
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 27/09/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Government Effectiveness 
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WGI – GE.EST
Description: Government Effectiveness captures perceptions of the quality of public and civil services, the degree of 
its independence from political pressures, the quality of policy formulation and implementation, and the credibility of 
the government’s commitment to such policies. The value goes from -2.5 (very low effectiveness) to 2.5 (very high 
effectiveness).
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=1181&series=GE.EST
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 27/09/2021)

FINANCIAL INFLOWS (WORLD BANK, UNOCHA, OECD, UNCTAD)
Indicator: International remittances inflow [as % of GDP]
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WDI – BX.TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS
Description: Personal remittances comprise personal transfers and compensation of employees. Personal transfers consist 
of all current transfers in cash or in kind made or received by resident households to or from nonresident households. 
Personal transfers thus include all current transfers between resident and nonresident individuals. Compensation of 
employees refers to the income of border, seasonal, and other short-term workers who are employed in an economy 
where they are not resident and of residents employed by nonresident entities. Data are the sum of two items defined 
in the sixth edition of the IMF’s Balance of Payments Manual: personal transfers and compensation of employees.
Link: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Official Development Assistance (ODA) [as % of GDP]
Source of data: OECD - Creditor Reporting System (CRS)
Description: The values are relative to the total (all types) ODA from EU institutions, through all channels. They 
represent gross disbursements and are relative to the current prices. They are added to Humanitarian aid contributions 
and shown as % of the GDP.
Link: https://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx?DataSetCode=CRS1
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 18/10/2021)
-----------------
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Indicator: Humanitarian aid contributions [as % of GDP]
Source of data: UNOCHA - Financial Tracking Service (FTS)
Description: The values are relative to the total humanitarian aid to the given country/territory. They represent gross 
disbursements and are relative to the current prices. They are added to Official Development Assistance and shown as 
% of the GDP.
Link: https://fts.unocha.org/
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 24/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow [as % of GDP]
Source of data: UNCTAD
Description: FDI net inflows are the value of inward direct investment made by non-resident investors in the country/
territory including reinvested earnings and intra-company loans, net of repatriation of capital and repayment of loans.
Link: https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/TableViewer/tableView.aspx?ReportId=96740
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 20/10/2021)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS (WORLD BANK)
Indicator: Below international poverty line at $1.90 (as % of total population)
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WDI - SI.POV.DDAY
Description: Below international poverty line shows the proportion of the country/territory’s population which lives on 
less than USD 1.90 per day. Poverty headcount ratio at $1.90 a day (2011 PPP) (as % of population).
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SI.POV.DDAY
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: GDP per capita (ppp)
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WDI - NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.KD
Description: the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita is an indicator of economic standing, showing a country/
territory’s economic output (in USD) per inhabitant. It is converted to international dollars (at its constant 2011 international 
value) using Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) rates and divided by total population.
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&series=NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.KD
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Urban population (as % of total population)
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WDI - SP.URB.TOTL.IN.ZS
Description: Urban population shows the proportion of the country/territory’s population which resides in urban areas. 
It is calculated using WB population estimates and urban ratios from the UN World Urbanization Prospects.
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.URB.TOTL.IN.ZS
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Under-5 mortality rate (per 1 000 live births)
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WDI - SH.DYN.MORT
Description: Under 5 mortality rate is the probability per 1 000 people born that a newborn baby will die before reaching 
age five, if subject to age-specific mortality rates of the specified year.
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SH.DYN.MORT
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)

EDUCATION (WORLD BANK, ILO)
Indicator: NEETs
Source of data: International Labour Organization (ILO) – EIP_2EET_SEX_RT
Description: NEETs presents the share of young people who are neither in education and training nor in employment, 
as a percentage of the total number of young people in the corresponding age group.
Link: https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer17/?lang=en&segment=indicator&id=EIP_2EET_SEX_RT_A
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 26/04/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Government expenditures in education, total [as % of GDP]
Source of data: WORLD BANK – WDI – SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS
Description: Government expenditures in education show total general (local, regional and central) government expenditure 
on education (current, capital, and transfers), expressed as a percentage of GDP. It includes expenditure funded by 
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transfers from international sources to the government.
Link: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&series= SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Working-age population by sex and education
Source of data: International Labour Organization (ILO) – POP_XWAP_SEX_EDU_NB
Description: Working-age population by sex and education shows the distribution (%) by the level of education (less 
than basic, basic, intermediate, advanced) for men and women. Working age is commonly defined as persons aged 15 
years and older, but this varies from country to country. In addition to using a minimum age threshold, certain countries 
also apply a maximum age limit. For each country/territory, the working age population is shown at the top of the chart, 
expressed in thousand people.
Link: https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer15/?lang=en&segment=indicator&id=POP_XWAP_SEX_EDU_NB_A
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 04/12/2021)

LABOUR MARKET (ILO)
Indicator: Labour force participation rate by sex and age group 
Source of data: International Labour Organization (ILO) – EAP_2WAP_SEX_AGE_RT
Description: Labour force participation by sex and age group shows a proportion (%) of the population that engages 
actively in the labour market (working or looking for work) relative to the population at working age. The figures are 
modeled estimates and are reported at the aggregate level (above the chart), and disaggregated by age group (total, 
15-24, 25-54 and 55+) and sex (men and women).
Link: https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer19/?lang=en&segment=indicator&id=EAP_2WAP_SEX_AGE_RT_A
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 10/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Employment by sex and economic activity
Source of data: International Labour Organization (ILO) – EMP_2EMP_SEX_ECO_NB
Description: Employment by sex and economic activity shows all persons (thousands) of working age who were in paid 
employment or self-employment. The figures are modelled estimates and are reported at the aggregate level (above 
the chart), by sex (men and women) and economic activity (total, services, industry, agriculture).
Link: https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer48/?lang=en&segment=indicator&id=EMP_2EMP_SEX_ECO_NB_A
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 21/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Employment rate by sex and age group 
Source of data: International Labour Organization (ILO) – EMP_2WAP_SEX_AGE_RT
Description: Employment rate by sex and age group shows the proportion (%) of employed among working age 
population. The figures are modeled estimates and are reported at the aggregate level (above the chart), by age group 
(15-24 and 25+) and sex (men and women).
Link: https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer41/?lang=en&segment=indicator&id=EMP_2WAP_SEX_AGE_RT_A
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 02/06/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: Unemployment rate by sex and age group 
Source of data: International Labour Organization (ILO) – UNE_2EAP_SEX_AGE_RT
Description: Unemployment rate by sex and age group shows the number of persons who are unemployed as a percent 
of the total number of employed and unemployed persons. The figures are modeled estimates and are reported at 
the aggregate level (above the chart), and disaggregated by age groups (15-24 and 25+) and sex (men and women).
Link: https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer42/?lang=en&segment=indicator&id=UNE_2EAP_SEX_AGE_RT_A
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 02/06/2021)

GENERAL NOTES
	- Maps are for illustrative purposes only and do not imply any political positions on borders and disputed territories.
	- Wherever not otherwise specified, the 2020 composition of the European Union is considered.
	- The grouping of non-EU countries and territories by continent and subcontinent is based on geographical criteria 

only and does not have any political implications. For this exercise, we have followed the ESTAT GEO (Geopolitical 
entities reporting) code and the ESTAT Reference And Management Of Nomenclatures (RAMON) list which provide 
geographical entities for statistical purposes at the aggregate-level of countries, regions and organisations.

	- The designation of ‘Palestine’ shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice 
to the individual positions of the Member States on this issue.
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	- The designation of ‘Kosovo’ is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and 
the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

	- UNDESA, UNHCR and Eurostat provide separate data on Morocco and the “non-self-governing territory of Western 
Sahara”. As the EU does not officially recognise the “non-self-governing territory of Western Sahara”, the relative 
profile is not included in this Atlas.

	- Differently from all the other sources, UN provides separate data for most of the dependent territories (such as 
overseas territories or departments, unincorporated territories, etc.). UNDESA or UNHCR data relative to these 
dependent territories are not included in the country on which they depend.
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INTRODUCTION

1	 World Health Organisation, available online at https://covid19.who.int. Data accessed 17th November 2021.
2	 https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD.ZG?end=2020&start=1970
3	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/johansson/announcements/commissioner-johanssons-speech-meeting-european-

integration-network_en
4	 OECD, International Migration Outlook 2021, for more information: https://www.oecd.org/migration/international-migration-outlook-1999124x.htm
5	 Migration Policy Institute, Covid-19 and the State of Global Mobility in 2020, for more information: https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/

default/files/publications/mpi_covid19-impact-global-mobility_final.pdf
6	 European Migration Network, The impact of COVID-19 in the migration area in EU and OECD countries, for more information: https://www.oecd.

org/migration/mig/00-eu-emn-covid19-umbrella-inform-en.pdf
7	 FAO, Seasonal migration in Europe and Central Asia in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, for more information: https://www.fao.org/

documents/card/en/c/cb5718en
8	 For more information on the Apart Together project see: https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/library-document/aparttogether-study-

assesses-impact-covid-19-pandemic-refugees-and-migrants_en

Over the last two years, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
challenged and transformed societies around the world. 
There have been more than 254 million confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 worldwide, and over five million deaths.1 The 
economic impact has been drastic, with the world’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) contracting by 3.4% in 20202 Face 
masks, social distancing, travel restrictions, lockdowns and 
vaccine certificates have become a regular part of many 
people’s daily lives. And as this Section of the Atlas of 
Migration will show, there have been significant implications 
for international migration too.

The pandemic has also underlined the importance of 
migration and mobility for countries in Europe and 
around the world. This includes the vital contribution 
migrants make to sectors such as agriculture, healthcare 
and science and their role as key workers doing many 
of the day-to-day essential tasks that keep societies 
functioning. It also includes the major contribution they 
make to the pandemic response and recovery in their 
countries of origin by sending remittances. As noted by 
Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva Johansson, ‘We 
can’t fight the virus without migrants. And our economies 
will not recover without migrants … migrants are not 
“them”. They are part of “us”.’3 

In this section of the Atlas of Migration we examine the 
shifting trends and implications of the COVID-19 pandemic 
for international migration and mobility. In doing so, we 
build on the special section of the 2020 edition of the 
Atlas, but with the added benefit of now having access 
to statistics which specifically refer to the period of the 
pandemic. In some cases, the latest available data refers 
only to 2020, whereas in others we already have access 
to data from 2021. 

This section adds to the range of studies, which have so far 
examined migration during the pandemic. In the available 
research, there is consensus that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had wide-reaching and significant implications for 
migration, but that these also vary from place to place. In 

broad terms, we can refer to the impact on migration flows 
and on the lives of migrants and refugees.
 
On one hand, there has been a general reduction in the scale 
of international migration flows. Separate studies from the 
OECD,4 Migration Policy Institute5 and European Migration 
Network6 have highlighted a decline in global migration 
flows as a result of border closures, restrictions on business 
and tourist travel and administrative delays in granting 
visas in many countries. But migration did not completely 
stop. During 2020 and 2021, many countries maintained 
migration pathways for people working in specific sectors 
which relied heavily on migrant labour such as health or 
agriculture. Other countries allowed temporary migrant 
workers who were already in the country at the time of 
border closures to stay for longer and put in place processes 
to ensure they had a legal residence status.

On the other hand, there is increasing evidence available 
on the detrimental impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
the lives of migrants and refugees. This includes the severe 
reduction in opportunities in labour markets where migrants 
tend to work and which cannot be carried out remotely, 
such as in the service and tourism sectors. The Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations has 
also highlighted how migrant workers engaged in seasonal 
employment have suffered from mobility restrictions and 
the negative impact that this has had on their livelihoods 
and on households in their countries of origin.7 But as well 
as economic implications, migrants and refugees have 
also faced impacts on their health and wellbeing. For 
example, the Apart Together survey of 30 000 migrants 
and refugees also found them to be particularly vulnerable 
during the pandemic when a lack of financial means, fear 
of deportation, lack of access or entitlement to healthcare 
providers could cause them to doubt whether to seek 
medical care.8  

Although the pandemic has continued through 2021 and 
will do so into 2022, many countries around the world have 
eased their restrictions on international travel and internal 
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mobility. In Europe, vaccine certificates9 have underpinned 
a cautious, regulated reopening of social and economic 
life. The experience of the pandemic so far shows that 
migration will not stop, but it will be managed in new ways. 
Vaccine passports and travel corridors with more or less 
restrictions are likely to continue to shape the opportunities 

9	 Such as the EU Digital COVID Certificate

available for people from different parts of the world to 
travel globally. Although the longer-term implications in 
terms of who can move, where and how are yet to be fully 
understood, the following pages provide a starting point for 
reflecting based on our experience of the pandemic so far.
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1. COVID-19 PROPAGATION
Throughout 2020 and 2021, the COVID-19 pandemic spread 
rapidly, touching societies in every world region. In this 
section, the maps and charts describe the evolution of the 

pandemic’s spread during 2021. To do this, the maps below 
show the total cumulative amount of cases (the circle and 
the figure in each country) and the cumulative amount 

IMAGE 1. Evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic in the world from the end of January to the end of October 2021 (A to D). The background colour 
shows the cumulative number of confirmed cases per one million people. Both the size of the circles and the figures [in billions] show the absolute 
cumulative number of confirmed cases in the country. 
Source: World Health Organization (WHO)
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of cases per one million inhabitants (the shading of the 
country) for each country at different points during the year.

By the end of 2020 there had been over 80 million 
confirmed cases and 1.9 million deaths attributed to 
COVID-19 worldwide. Moreover, the spread of COVID-19 
was uneven, in terms of both the rate of its propagation 
within and between countries and the total number of 
cases in different places. For example, whereas there had 
been approximately 360 000 deaths due to the virus in the 

United States of America by the end of 2020, in Australia 
or South Korea there had been only 900.

Throughout 2021, vaccination programmes added a new line of 
defence to the pandemic response and were the basis for many 
countries to loosen their restrictions on mobility. But COVID-19 has 
continued to circulate around the world. At the time of writing in 
November 2021, there had been a total of 257 million confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 since the beginning of the pandemic. Over 
five million people had lost their lives to COVID-19.
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The variations between countries witnessed through 2020 
have continued in 2021. As was the case in 2020, the 
country with the most confirmed cases throughout the 
pandemic has been the United States, reaching over 45 
million confirmed cases by October (equal to 68 737 cases 
per one million inhabitants). In Europe, the country with 
the highest caseload has been the United Kingdom, with 
over nine million confirmed cases (equal to 66 278 per 
million inhabitants), followed by France with seven million 
confirmed cases (53 078 per million inhabitants). In South 
America, the countries with the largest caseloads were 
Brazil (21.8 million cases), in Africa it was South Africa (2.9 
million) and in Asia it was India (34.3 million). 

Although international comparisons can be made difficult 
by a lack of reliable data in countries lacking detailed public 
health datasets and limited testing facilities, the available 
evidence suggests that many countries have had relatively 
small caseloads. These may be influenced by strict travel 
restrictions, quarantine measures and testing and tracing 
systems. For example, by October 2021 there had been a 
total of only 169 237 cases in Australia (3 300 per million 
inhabitants) and 6 067 cases in New Zealand (627 per 
million). There are also signs that many countries in Africa 
have had relatively small caseloads, such as Ghana (2 071 

cases per million inhabitants), Uganda (1 359 cases per 
million inhabitants) or Malawi (1 594 cases per million 
inhabitants). 

This general overview highlights how the global propagation 
of COVID-19 has not slowed during 2021, although there 
have been variations across different regions and countries. 
But propagation has fluctuated over time within individual 
countries, shaped by seasonal changes, levels of adherence 
to rules on social distancing, and the pace and spread of 
vaccination campaigns. For example, a focus on EU Member 
States (Figure 3) shows not only did all countries have a 
significant number of confirmed cases by 1st May (with 
the highest in Luxembourg, Italy, Ireland and Belgium), but 
also that several countries (e.g. Czechia, Sweden, Poland, 
Italy, Romania, Germany) had a stable trajectory over the 
summer and autumn months. These figures show how, 
although nearly all countries have experienced a continued 
rise in the number of cases of COVID-19 during 2021, the 
intensity of the public health crisis has varied within and 
between countries over the course of the year.

IMAGE 2. Top countries for absolute cumulative number of confirmed COVID-19 cases at the end of October 2021. Absolute cumulative number 
of confirmed cases (left) and cumulative number of confirmed cases per one million people (right). EU Member States are highlighted in grey. 
Source: World Health Organization (WHO)
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IMAGE 3. Evolution of COVID-19 pandemic in the EU Member States from January 2020 to October 2021. The colour scale shows the cumulative  
number of confirmed cases per one million people. 
Source: World Health Organization (WHO)
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IMAGE 4. COVID-19 pandemic in EU Member States at the end of 
October 2021. The background colour shows the cumulative number 
of confirmed cases per one million people. Both the size of the circles 
and the figures [in billions] show the absolute cumulative number of 
confirmed cases in the country. 
Source: World Health Organization (WHO)
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2. GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO 
COVID-19

© 2021 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap

Fig.5.A

0 100
Stringency Index

Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 1/31/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.
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Fig.5.B

0 100
Value

Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 4/30/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.

IMAGE 5. Evolution of the stringency index in the world from the end of january to the end of October 2021 (A to D). 
Note: the stringency index simply records the number and strictness of government policies and should not be interpreted as ‘scoring’ the 
appropriateness or effectiveness of a country’s response. 
Source: Hale, Webster, Petherick, Phillips, and Kira (2020). Oxford COVID-19 government response tracker, Blavatnik school of government.
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 1/31/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.
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Fig.5.B
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 4/30/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.
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Following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
governments around the world rapidly adopted increasingly 
stringent measures to seek to slow its spread. These included 
closure of public transport, stay at home requirements, 
limits on in-person working, reduced internal movement 
and restrictions on international travel. 

This section traces government responses to the COVID-19 

10	 University of Oxford – Blavatnik School of Government – Stringency Index, for more information: https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-
projects/covid-19-government-response-tracker

pandemic during 2021, as encapsulated in the University 
of Oxford’s Stringency Index.10 The Stringency Index 
synthesises information on a number of indicators of 
government response into one figure, which facilitates 
comparison across countries. Information on policies is 
collated and scored under seven indicators, specifically 
referring to school closures, workplace closures, cancelling 
public events, restrictions on gathering size; it is not a 

© 2021 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap

Fig.5.B

0 100
Value

Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 4/30/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.
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Fig.5.C
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 7/31/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.

(C) JULY
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Fig.5.D
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 10/15/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 4/30/2021. The view is filtered on sum of Value, which keeps non-Null
values only.
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rating of the appropriateness or effectiveness of a country’s 
response.

Looking back to 2020, we saw how highly stringent 
measures were implemented by countries on all continents, 
whether in world regions with the highest number of cases 

such as Europe or North America or in those with relatively 
lower caseloads such as Oceania and Africa. In the second 
half of the year, however, different countries made different 
decisions on the level of restrictions and limits to keep 
in place. These trends are important for international 
migration, because they impact on the opportunities for 
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IMAGE 6. Evolution of the stringency index by continent from January 2020 to October 2021. The country index has been averaged by continent 
and smoothed in time through a 7-day moving average. 
Source: EC’s KCMD elaboration on: Hale, Webster, Petherick, Phillips, and Kira (2020). Oxford COVID-19 government response tracker, Blavatnik 
school of government.
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IMAGE 7. Evolution of the daily stringency index in the EU Member States from January 2020 to October 2021. 
Note: the stringency index simply records the number and strictness of government policies and should not be interpreted as ‘scoring’ the 
appropriateness or effectiveness of a country’s response. data for Malta is not available. 
Source: Hale, Webster, Petherick, Phillips, and Kira (2020). Oxford COVID-19 government response tracker, Blavatnik school of government.
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people to enter or leave countries, or to move within them 
to find and undertake employment.

Variety in the stringency of policy responses has also been 
evident throughout 2021. Whereas in America, Europe 
and some countries of Asia there were highly stringent 
measures in place early in the year, in many countries in 
Africa there were less stringent measures in comparison 
with the rest of the world. Six months later, moreover, 
there was a relaxation of measures on a global level with 
the exception of countries in Asia and Oceania such as 
Indonesia, Philippines and Australia.

In Europe, there has been a general relaxing of measures 
over the course of the year, although some countries such as 
Italy, France and Greece maintained or reinstated relatively 
stringent measures. Moreover, in the autumn there has 
been a return to more restrictive measures in countries 
such as France, Latvia, Greece and Austria as concerns 
are raised regarding the arrival of the winter months and 
their impact on transmission rates.

IMAGE 8. Stringency index in the EU Member States at the end of 
October 2021. 
Note: the stringency index simply records the number and strictness 
of government policies and should not be interpreted as ‘scoring’ the 
appropriateness or effectiveness of a country’s response. data for 
Malta is not available. 
Source: Hale, Webster, Petherick, Phillips, and Kira (2020). Oxford 
COVID-19 government response tracker, Blavatnik school of 
government.
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Fig.8
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  The marks are labeled by sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 10/15/2021. The view is filtered
on Country Name, which keeps 26 of 185 members.
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Fig.8
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value.  The marks are labeled by sum of Value.  Details are shown for Country Name. The data is filtered on Date, which keeps 10/15/2021. The view is filtered
on Country Name, which keeps 26 of 185 members.
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3. COVID-19 AND 
INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
The COVID-19 pandemic has had major implications for 
international migration flows. As well as travel restrictions, 
in many EU Member States governments had a reduced 
capacity to provide services such as processes to apply for 
and obtain residence and work permits. The pandemic also 
reduced opportunities for migrant workers by impacting on 
sectors which often employ migrants, such as agriculture, 
services and tourism. And in many countries of origin, people 
may have been deterred from migrating due to the risk of 
contracting the virus or decided to stay at home to work 
or study remotely.

As the charts below show, migration to the EU declined by 
24% in 2020 compared with 2019. This is a major shift 
from the trend over recent years, which saw consistent and 
relatively small year on year increases in the number of 
people being given permits to come to the EU. In 2020, 2.25 
million residence permits were granted to people migrating 
to the EU. This was the lowest annual number of permits 
for the last five years. It was significantly lower than the 
2.96 million permits granted in 2019. 

However, looking in detail at individual Member States reveals 
a more complex picture of shifts and changes. Although the 
pandemic did impact on migration flows, it did not stop all 
migration or have the same impact in different places. 

In nineteen Member States, the number of permits granted 
to migrants in 2020 was lower than the average of the 
previous five years. This suggests that the pandemic inverted 
the prevailing tendency of migration flows. In Germany, for 

example, the number of permits granted for work reasons 
was 70% lower in 2020 than the average of the previous 
five years and the number of permits for study reasons 
was 69% lower. In Italy in 2020 the number of permits 
for study reasons fell by 58%, and the number of permits 
for family reunification was 43% lower compared with the 
average of the previous five years.

Moreover, in the remaining eight Member States the number 
of permits awarded in 2020 was higher than the average of 
the previous five years. This suggests that the pandemic was 
not the main factor shaping migration to these countries, 
or that governments could mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic on migration flows. For example, the number of 
permits for work reasons granted by Lithuania was 131% 
higher in 2020 than the average of the previous five years, 
and the number of permits for study was 30% higher. In 
Hungary, there was a 70% increase in the number of work 
permits awarded to third country nationals. 

As well as differences between Member States, there were 
also variations within countries according to the reason for 
migrating. These figures reflect the differentiated impact 
of the pandemic on particular migration pathways. For 
example, Spain awarded 66% more permits for work 
reasons in 2020 when compared to the average of the 
previous five years, but 28% fewer for study reasons. 
Because certain sectors, such as agriculture, still required 
in-person workers during the pandemic, some Member 
States continued enabling the arrival of migrant workers 
and exempted them from mobility restrictions in the country 

IMAGE 9. First residence permits (all lengths) annually issued in all EU Member States across the last six years by reason of the permit. Both size 
of the pie and first figure at the bottom show the total number of permits, while the percentage at the bottom shows the relative difference with 
respect to the previous year. 
Note: the category ‘other reasons’ includes all forms of protection. 
Source: estat (migr_resfirst)
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in order to ensure a continued labour supply. Other sectors 
did not require in-person attendance, such as in the case 
of universities which shifted to online modes of research 
and teaching. The reduction in in-person activity could 
have deterred people from travelling, or also opened new 
opportunities for working and studying remotely without 
physically moving to another country.

Finally, the available data shows no clear relationship 
between migration and the number of confirmed cases 

11	 Global Mobility and the Threat of Pandemics: Evidence from Three Centuries.

of COVID-19. For example, both Spain and Italy have had 
approximately five million cases of COVID-19 but whereas 
in Spain there was a 28% increase in migrants arriving with 
permits in 2020, in Italy it decreased by 51%. In this vein, the 
Centre for Global Development has found that restrictions 
on international mobility in past pandemics only caused a 
slightly later arrival of the virus and no detectable reduction 
in final mortality.11 As a result, conditions for transmission 
within a country are likely to play a more important part in 
determining COVID-19 caseloads than migration.
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IMAGE 10. First residence permits (all lengths) annually issued in all EU Member States. 5-year average 2015-2019 (bars), and 2020 (symbols). 
The same chart is given for the following reasons of the permit: total; work; study; family; other. The figures show the relative difference between 
2020 and the average of 2015-2019. 
Note: the category ‘other reasons’ includes all forms of protection. 
Source: estat (migr_resfirst)

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/global-mobility-and-threat-pandemics-evidence-three-centuries
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IMAGE 12. Difference between first residence permits (all lengths, 
total reasons) issued by EU Member States in 2020 and in average in 
the previous five years (5-year average over 2015-2019): in absolute 
(size of the circles) and in relative (background colour) terms. 
Source: estat (migr_resfirst)
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IMAGE 11. First residence permits (all lengths, total reasons) annually issued in all EU Member States. 5-year average 2015-2019 (bars), and 
2020 (symbols). The figures show the relative difference between 2020 and the average 2015-2019. The chart shows the top nationalities for 
residence permits issued in average between 2015 and 2019. 
Source: estat (migr_resfirst)
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4. ASYLUM IN THE EU AND 
COVID-19
This section shows changes in volume, origin, and destination 
of first asylum applications in 2020 and 2021 when compared 
with previous years. It does so by comparing monthly data 
on first-time asylum applications. Comparing the figures for 
2020 and the first months of 2021 with the average of 2018 
and 2019 enables us to examine similarities and differences 
between the situation during the pandemic and the past trend.

As can be seen in the maps and charts here, there has been 
a reduction in the number of first-time asylum applications 
made in the EU-27 but it has not been as marked as the 
decline in the number of residence permits (see previous 
chapter). Figure 13 shows that the total number of first-time 
asylum applications made in the EU-27 during 2020 was 
lower than in the previous years. Whereas in 2020 there 
were 457 000 first time applications, in 2019 there had 
been 710 000. But the figure for 2020 remains higher than 
the annual number of applications for the years preceding 
the refugee crisis of 2015. Although the pandemic may have 
impacted on the capacity of some people to travel to the 
EU or to lodge asylum applications once arrived, the factors 
causing people to leave their homes in search of safety 
and shelter continue to drive forced migration to Europe.

Furthermore, the number of applications has fluctuated 
over the time of the pandemic. As can be seen in Figure 14 

[1], during the first months of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Europe in the Spring of 2020 there was a dramatic decline 
in the number of asylum applications. In April 2020 there 
were only 8 005 first time applications made, compared 
with 45 570 in April 2018 and 48 415 in April 2019. But 
over the rest of the year, the monthly number of first time 
applications returned to a higher level of between 27 580 
and 30 710 during the summer and autumn months. The 
rapid decline of Spring 2020 did not mark a new trend, 
nor was it repeated until September 2021.

There have been marked differences between Member 
States as well. Across the EU during 2021, there has been 
a general reduction in the number of asylum applications 
when compared with 2018-2019. On a Member State 
level, Greece, Italy Spain, France, Germany have had the 
largest reduction in asylum applications. In Germany, in 
particular there were more than 39 000 less applications 
made in comparison with the average of 2018 and 2019. 
In contrast, Romania, Bulgaria, Austria, and Croatia have all 
seen increases in the number of applications during 2021 
in comparison with the average of the previous period.

Figure 15 and 16 shift the focus to countries of origin 
of people who have applied for asylum in the EU in the 
first nine months of both 2020 and 2021. They show that 

IMAGE 13. Trend of asylum applications annually lodged for the first time in all EU Member States across the last eleven years by continent of 
origin of the applicant. The figure on top shows the total expressed in thousand. 
Note: the category ‘other reasons’ includes all forms of protection. 
Source: ESTAT (migr_asyappctza)
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FIGURE 14. [1] TREND OF ASYLUM APPLICATIONS LODGED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ALL EU MEMBER STATES (MONTHLY DATA). [2] DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF MONTHLY ASYLUM
APPLICATIONS LODGED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ALL EU MEMBER STATES DURING 2020-21 AND THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF FIRST APPLICATIONS DURING THE SAME MONTHS OF 2018-19. [3] DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF MONTHLY ASYLUM APPLICATIONS LODGED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN EACH EU MEMBER STATE DURING 2020-21 AND THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF FIRST APPLICATIONS
DURING THE SAME MONTHS OF 2018-19. ALL FIGURES ARE EXPRESSED IN THOUSAND.
SOURCE: ESTAT (MIGR_ASYAPPCTZM)
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IMAGE 14. [1] Trend of asylum applications lodged for the first time in all EU Member States (monthly data). [2] Difference between the average 
number of monthly asylum applications lodged for the first time in all EU Member States during 2020-21 and the average number of first 
applications during the same months of 2018-19. [3] Difference between the average number of monthly asylum applications lodged for the first time in 
each EU Member State during 2020-21 and the average number of first applications during the same months of 2018-19. All figures are expressed in thousand. 
Source: ESTAT (migr_asyappctzm)
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Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows Value DIFFERENCE AVG.2020-2021 - AVG.2018-2019 (copy).  The marks are labeled by Value DIFFERENCE AVG.2020-2021 -
AVG.2018-2019 (copy).  Details are shown for Citizen. The data is filtered on Time (EU eurostat_migr_asyappctzm_flat (MIGRATION_DATA)) and ABSValue DIFFERENCE AVG.2020-2021 - AVG.2018-2019. The Time
(EU eurostat_migr_asyappctzm_flat (MIGRATION_DATA)) filter keeps 36 of 45 members. The ABSValue DIFFERENCE AVG.2020-2021 - AVG.2018-2019 filter includes values greater than or equal to 1,000. The view
is filtered on Citizen and Value DIFFERENCE AVG.2020-2021 - AVG.2018-2019. The Citizen filter keeps 146 of 299 members. The Value DIFFERENCE AVG.2020-2021 - AVG.2018-2019 filter keeps non-Null values only.

IMAGE 15. Difference between the average number of asylum applications lodged for the first time in all EU Member States during the first 
nine months of 2020-21 (cumulated) and the average number of applications during the same months of 2018-19, by country of origin of the 
applicant. All figures are expressed in thousand and only variation higher than 1 000 are shown. 
Source: ESTAT (migr_asyappctzm)
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there has been a decline in the number of applications 
across nearly all countries of origin compared with the 
average of the pre-pandemic years (countries with a 
difference of less than 1000 applications are excluded 
from the map). The largest reduction in the number of 
applications regarded people from Iraq (169 000 less 
applications than the average of the same period in 2018 
and 2019), followed by Nigeria (128 000 less) and Albania 
(117 000 less). The number of applications increased for 
only four countries of origin, specifically Comoros (13 000 
more applications than the average of 2018 and 2019), 
Colombia (9 000 more), Peru (4 000) and Belarus (3 000). 

These figures paint a varied picture in terms of asylum 
applications in the EU during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Whilst there has been a general decline in the number 
of applications, this cannot be easily attributed to the 
pandemic in the case of every Member State. The drivers 
of forced migration are multi-faceted and shift over time 
according to the context in countries of origin, along transit 
routes and at the borders of EU Member States. In this 
sense, it is possible that the data reflects the COVID-19 
pandemic has impacted on the institutional capacity of 
Member States to process asylum applications as well as 
the factors driving people to seek asylum.

IMAGE 16. Top and bottom nationalities of asylum applicants by reduction of the average number of first applications in all EU Member States 
during the first seven months of 2020-21 (cumulated) respect to the average number of first applications from the same third country nationals 
during the same months of the previous two years (cumulated). All figures are expressed in thousand. 
Source: ESTAT (migr_asyappctzm)
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5. IRREGULAR MIGRATION TO 
THE EU AND COVID-19
Irregular migration has been a recurrent political concern 
for the EU and its Member States. This is despite the fact 
that the number of people making an irregular border 
crossing each year represents only a small proportion of the 
total migration flow into the EU. This section examines the 
number of irregular border crossings during the COVID-19 
pandemic compared with previous years.

Whereas there has been a clear reduction in the scale of 
regular migration and asylum applications in the EU during 
the pandemic, this has not been the case with irregular 
migration. As Figure 17 shows, there was relatively little 
variation in the number of irregular border crossings 
detected by Frontex in 2020 when compared with the 
preceding three years. 

Moreover, the number of irregular border crossings detected 
in the first nine months of 2021 was 78% higher than in the 
same period in 2020. The only route with a large decline 
in the number of detected irregular border crossings was 
the Eastern Mediterranean one, falling to 13 184 from 15 
980 in 2020 and 52 169 in 2019. From 2020 to 2021, the 
number of detected crossings increased on all the other 
main irregular migration routes.

A range of factors shape data on irregular border crossings 
and need to be considered when interpreting the changes 
seen in the context of COVID-19. These include the 
availability of smuggler networks to facilitate border 
crossings and the presence of push factors driving people 
to move on from transit countries, as well as the capacity 
of border control measures by EU Member States to 
detect crossings. The overview provided by the data here 
suggests that the pandemic is not the only, or even the 
most important, factor shaping irregular migration to the EU

IMAGE 17. Annual number of irregular crossings of the EU external 
borders by route. 
Source: Frontex - irregular border crossings (IBCs)
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IMAGE 18. Number of irregular crossings of the EU external borders over the first nine months of 2019, 2020 and 2021. Breackdown by sea/land 
(pie charts on the left); breackdown by route (bar chart on the right). 
Source: Frontex - irregular border crossings (IBCs)

FIGURE 18. NUMBER OF IRREGULAR CROSSINGS OF THE EU EXTERNAL BORDERS OVER THE FIRST 8 MONTHS OF 2019, 2020 AND 2021. BREACKDOWN BY SEA/LAND (PIE CHARTS ON THE LEFT);
BREACKDOWN BY ROUTE (BAR CHART ON THE RIGHT).
SOURCE: FRONTEX - IRREGULAR BORDER CROSSINGS (IBCS)
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Fig.20

  5  5 000
Number of IBCs 2021 (J..

Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value 2021.  The marks are labeled by sum of Value 2021.  Details are shown for Nationality. The view is filtered on sum of Value 2021,
which includes values greater than or equal to   5.

IMAGE 19. Number of irregular crossings of the EU external borders over the first nine months of 2021 by nationality of the IBCs. 
Source: Frontex - irregular border crossings (IBCs)
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Fig.20

  5  5 000
Number of IBCs 2021 (J..

Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Color shows sum of Value 2021.  The marks are labeled by sum of Value 2021.  Details are shown for Nationality. The view is filtered on sum of Value 2021,
which includes values greater than or equal to   5.
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.
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6. MIGRANT WORKERS IN THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

12	 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/johansson/announcements/commissioner-johanssons-speech-meeting-european-
integration-network_en

IIn 2020, the Atlas of Migration presented an overview of 
the presence of migrant ‘key workers’ in essential roles for 
the functioning of European societies. These roles were set 
out in the European Commission Guidelines concerning 
the free movement of workers during COVID-19 outbreak 
(2020/C 102 I/03), as people who should be allowed to 
cross borders because they ‘exercise critical occupations 
by performing activities related to essential services.’ The 
thousands of migrants employed in these roles were integral 
to Europe’s response to the pandemic.
 
The charts here describe the concentration of migrants in 
key worker roles across Europe, before taking a look at the 

trends for migrants across the whole labour market. This 
is important because the impact of crises on employment 
tends to hit migrants harder than the general population, 
and employment is a key indicator of integration and 
equality. Indeed, as Commissioner Johansson has stated 
‘Covid shows migrants are part of society. But also shows, 
that ours is not an equal society. And Covid is deepening 
these inequalities.’12 
 
As can be seen in the left map of Figure 21, key workers 
make up a significant proportion of the EU labour force. 
As was the case in 2020, around 31% of the employed 
working-age individuals in the EU perform key functions. 

IMAGE 21. Share of key workers in the EU Member States in 2020 (left map). Share of foreign born among key workers in the EU Member States 
in 2020 (right map – background colour) and percentage of EU born and non-EU born among foreign born key workers over the same year (right 
map – pie charts). Data for Malta is not available. 
Source: EC’s KCMD elaboration of Labour Force Survey (LFS) microdata
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Migrants represent 13% of all key workers in the EU-27. 
As the chart in Figure 22 shows, the sectors where the 
largest proportion of workers are of migrant background 
are cleaners and helpers, labourers in mining, personal 
care workers, personal service workers, refuse workers and 
ICT professionals. But the figure is even higher for some 
Member States. For example, in Ireland 27% of key workers 
are foreign born, in Sweden and Austria 25% are and in 
Germany 22% are. By contrast, in Poland, Romania and 
Bulgaria, 0% of key workers are foreign born.
 
Looking beyond key workers to the broader labour 
market shows how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted 
negatively on migrant unemployment. Although the years 
preceding the pandemic were characterised by a stable 
decline in the unemployment rate at the EU level, in 2020 
this was interrupted by COVID-19 induced economic 
crises. The unemployment rate for the EU population as 
a whole increased from 6.8% in 2019 to 7.2% in 2020. 
Both EU mobile individuals and non-EU migrants fared 
worse than the native population. They had significantly 
higher unemployment rates, widening the already-present 
employment gap further. The percentage point increase in 
unemployment was the largest for non –EU migrants (2.1), 
followed by EU Mobile individuals (1.2) compared to that 
of the natives (0.3).
 
Furthermore, the impact was particularly severe for young 
people of migrant origin. Overall, younger individuals (those 
aged 15-24) had a higher unemployment rate over 2020 
compared to older people. But this was particularly so for 
young migrants from non-EU countries. Before COVID-19 
the unemployment rate among young non-EU migrants 
was the highest across all age and origin groups (23%). It 
further increased reaching 27% during 2020. And although 
they faced a lower unemployment rate in the pre-COVID-19 

period, young EU mobile individuals also experienced a 
sharper increase in the unemployment rate than natives, 
from 14% in 2019 to 18% in 2020.
 
In sum, the COVID-19 pandemic has reiterated the positive 
contribution that migrants make to European societies, 
whilst also underlining their unequal status in the labour 
market. Whilst it is true that migrants in key worker roles 
were able to keep working during 2020 due to be exempt 
from stay-at-home measures, many more faced losing 
their jobs. This was particularly the case for young people 
from non-EU countries, who were the most vulnerable to 
the impact of the pandemic on the labour market.

IMAGE 22. Workers in key occupations within all EU Member States by broad group of country of birth in 2020. 
Source: EC’s KCMD elaboration of Labour Force Survey (LFS) microdata. Data for Malta is not available.
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IMAGE 23. [1] Annual unemployment rate in the EU by broad nationality and age group. [2] Unemployment rate in the EU: gap between 
women and men in 2019 and 2020 by broad nationality. [3] Variation 2019-2020 of the unemployment rate in the EU Member States by broad 
nationality. 
Note: at the time of extraction, 2020 data for Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia were available only for 
‘nationals’. 
Source: ESTAT (lfsa_urgan)

FIGURE 23
[1] Annual unemployment rate in the EU by broad nationality and age group. [2] Gap in the EU unemployment rate between women and men in
2019 and 2020 by broad nationality. [3] Variation of the unemployment rate between 2019 and 2020 by Member State and broad nationality.
NOTE: At the time of extraction, 2020 data for Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Slovakia are available only for
'nationals'.
SOURCE: Eurostat lfsa_urgan
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7. COVID-19, REMITTANCES 
AND INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL 
FLOWS
The Sustainable Development Goals and the Global Compact 
for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration both underline the 
important contribution that migrants’ remittances make 
to development in their countries of origin. The COVID-19 
pandemic has further underlined the global significance of 
remittances as a vital resource not only for development, 
but also for responding to and recovering from crises in 
migrant’s countries of origin.

Early in 2020, predictions suggested that the pandemic would 
lead to an unprecedented decline in the scale of remittance flows 
around the world, with potentially dramatic consequences for 
Low and Middle Income Countries (LMICs) in particular. Yet this 
has not come to pass. In 2020, the scale of global remittance 
flows dropped by only about 2.3 per cent compared with 2019. 
Remittances turned out to be resilient and in 2020 totalled 
USD649 billion, a decline of only USD15 billion compared to 2019.

As noted in the previous edition of the Atlas of Migration, 
we can consider remittances to be vulnerable to the 
effects of a crisis when they are composed of flows from 
a limited range of source countries. When a country receives 
remittance inflows from a broad range of sources, it is more 
likely to continue to receive inflows even in a situation of 
economic downturn in some of them. By contrast, when 
a country receives remittance inflows from only one or 
two source countries, the scale of overall inflows is likely 
to be more severely impacted by the economic situation 
there. Figure 24 shows which countries have less diverse 
remittance inflows, such as those in Central America as 
well as South Sudan and Uzbekistan, and which have more 
diverse remittance inflows such as India, Nigeria and Ghana. 
Figures 25 to 27 also show which are the main sending and 
receiving countries of remittances worldwide. The principal 
source countries of remittance flows are the USA and Saudi 

FIGURE 23
tbd.
SOURCE: tbd
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Arabia, whereas the main receiving countries are India, 
China and Mexico.

However, remittance flows have generally been stable 
during the pandemic, especially compared to flows of 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) and Foreign Direct 
Investments (FDI). Figures 28 and 29 show the relationship 
between remittances and other financial flows before and 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to the pandemic, flows 
of Humanitarian Aid and Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) were significantly smaller than remittance flows, and 
remittances were smaller than Foreign Direct Investments 

(FDI). Although it FDI was falling before the pandemic, in 
the context of COVID-19 it declined further still to 999 
billion in 2020. If we look only at Low and Middle Income 
Countries, then remittances are larger than ODA and FDI.

The stability and resilience of remittance flows is further 
confirmed by data on the destinations of different flows. 
Whereas the distribution of remittance flows remained 
relatively consistent (a small decline from 46% to 44% 
of global remittance flows went to Asia, followed by the EU 
countries, Asia and then Africa), there were larger changes 
in the distribution of FDI flows. For example, whereas in 

IMAGE 25. [left] Top countries for remittances outflow in 2020. Total amount of remittances outflow in USD billions and as percentage of the 
country GDP. [right] Inter- and intra- contiental bilateral remittances flows in 2018 (colours are associated with the continent of the sending country). 
Source: World Bank WDI (bm.trf.pwkr.cd.dt) and bilateral remittances matrix 2018
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2016 the Americas were the main destination accounting 
for 31 % of global flows, by 2020 flows to America had 
fallen to 26% and Asia had become the main destination 
region, accounting for more than half of all global flows. 
Asia was the only continent to which the flow increased 
in absolute terms (from 508 to 570 billion) despite the 
overall decline. In fact, as Figure29 shows, the countries 
where remittances represent a highest proportion of annual 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (i.e. more than 10% of GDP 
in 2020) have smaller FDI inflows than remittance inflows. 
This suggests that remittances may be more important than 
ODA and FDI for the future recovery from the pandemic 
in their countries.

IMAGE 27. Annual international inflows [USD billion] by continent for [left] remittances, [centre] net foreign direct investments (FDI), and [right] 
official development assistance (ODA) + humanitarian aid. 
Source: World Bank WDI (bx.trf.pwkr.cd.dt), UNCTAD, OECD, and UNOCHA
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IMAGE 28. Remittances outflow from EU Member States in 2020: as 
percentage of the country GDP (background colour) and in USD billions 
(figure and size of the circles). 
Source: World Bank WDI (bx.trf.pwkr.cd.dt)
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IMAGE 29. International remittances (bars) and net FDI (dots) inflows 2020 by receiving countries. As [left] percentage of the GDP and [right] in 
USD billions. 
Source: World Bank WDI (bx.trf.pwkr.cd.dt), and UNCTAD
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IMAGE 30. Time trend of annual remittances and foreign direct investment inflows by sub-continental regions. 
Source: World Bank WDI (bx.trf.pwkr.cd.dt), and UNCTAD
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TECHNICAL   
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1. COVID-19 PROPAGATION
Indicator: COVID-19 cumulative confirmed cases
Source of data: World Health Organization (WHO) 
Description: A “confirmed COVID-19 case” is defined as “a person with laboratory confirmation of COVID-19 infection, 
irrespective of clinical signs and symptoms.” (World Health Organization (2020). WHO COVID-19 case definition. World 
Health Organization. https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/333912. License: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO).
Note: Methodologies and procedures to record COVID-19 confirmed cases are not harmonised across countries and 
may vary over time with the increasing of the testing capability and the improvement of the testing procedures.
Link: https://covid19.who.int/table
Date of consultation: 29/11/2021 (last update 29/11/2021)

2. GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO COVID-19
Indicator: Stringency Index
Source of data: Hale, Webster, Petherick, Phillips, and Kira (2020). OXFORD COVID-19 GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
TRACKER, Blavatnik School of Government 
Description: The Stringency Index is a composite indicator “which records the strictness of ‘lockdown style’ policies 
that primarily restrict people’s behaviour”.
Note: The Stringency Index simply records the number and strictness of government policies, and should not be 
interpreted as ‘scoring’ the appropriateness or effectiveness of a country’s response.
Link: https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
Date of consultation: 29/11/2021 (last update 29/11/2021)

3. COVID-19 AND INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
Indicator: First residence permits
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_resfirst
Description: First permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship.
Note: Any authorisation issued to a person for the first time by the authorities of a Member State allowing a third country 
national to stay legally on its territory. The dataset is disaggregated by the following groups of reasons: Remunerated 
activities (referred to as ‘Work’), Family, Education and Other. The group ‘Other’ includes Refugee status and subsidiary 
protection; Humanitarian reasons; Residence only; Unaccompanied minors; Victims of trafficking in human beings; 
and Other reasons not specified. For further information, the reader can refer to the specific dataset from EUROSTAT 
(migrresoth: ‘First permits issued for other reasons by reason, length of validity and citizenship’).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_resfirst&lang=en
Date of consultation: 29/11/2021 (last update 09/11/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: COVID-19 cumulative confirmed cases (see CHAPTER 1. COVID-19 PROPAGATION)

4. ASYLUM IN THE EU AND COVID-19
Indicator: First time applications (annual)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_asyappctza
Description: First-time asylum applications by citizenship, age and sex. Annual aggregated data (rounded).
Note: First time asylum applicants are people who lodged an application for asylum for the first time in a given Member 
State during the reference period. The term ‘first-time’ implies no time limitation and therefore people can be recorded 
as first-time applicant only if they have never applied for international protection in the reporting country/territory in 
the past, irrespective of whether they have applied in another Member State of the EU.
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctza&lang=en
Date of consultation: 29/11/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
-----------------
Indicator: First time applications (monthly)
Source of data: EUROSTAT - migr_asyappctzm
Description: First-time asylum applications by citizenship, age and sex. Monthly data (rounded).
Note: First time asylum applicants are people who lodged an application for asylum for the first time in a given Member 
State during the reference period. The term ‘first-time’ implies no time limitation and therefore people can be recorded 
as first-time applicant only if they have never applied for international protection in the reporting country/territory in 
the past, irrespective of whether they have applied in another Member State of the EU.
Link: https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctzm&lang=en
Date of consultation: 29/11/2021 (last update 28/10/2021)
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5. IRREGULAR MIGRATION AND COVID-19
Indicator: Illegal Border Crossings (IBCs)
Source of data: Frontex 
Description: Detections of illegal border-crossings statistics (monthly)
Note: “The data presented refer to detections of illegal border-crossing rather than the number of persons, as the 
same person may cross the external border several times. However, there is currently no EU system in place capable 
of tracing each person’s movements following an illegal border-crossing. Therefore, it is not possible to establish the 
precise number of persons who have illegally crossed the external border.”
Link: https://frontex.europa.eu/along-eu-borders/migratory-map/
Date of consultation: 29/11/2021 (last update 29/11/2021)

6. MIGRANT WORKERS IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Indicator: Key workers in the EU Member States
Source of data: EC’s KCMD elaboration of EU Labour Force Survey (LFS) microdata. Original research by Fasani F., 
Mazza J. - Immigrant Key Workers: Their Contribution to Europe’s COVID-19 Response – 2020 (https://knowledge4policy.
ec.europa.eu/publication/immigrant-key-workers-their-contribution-europes-covid-19-response_en)
Description: Share of key workers in the EU Member States; share of foreign born among key workers; workers in key 
occupations by broad group of country of birth.
Note: The access to EU-LFS microdata is granted to research organisation for scientific purposes only.
Link: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/microdata/european-union-labour-force-survey
Date of consultation: N/A – Publication date of the report – Updated on 29/11/2021
-----------------
Indicator: Unemployment rate [%]
Source of data: EUROSTAT - lfsa_urgan
Description: Unemployment rates by sex, age and citizenship (%).
Link: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=lfsa_urgan&lang=en
Date of consultation: 29/11/2021 (last update 10/09/2021)

7. COVID-19 AND REMITTANCES
Indicator: Annual remittances data: inflows, outflows and bilateral matrix
Source of data: The World Bank 
Description: Migrant Remittances Inflows (USD million and % of GDP); Migrant Remittances Outflows (USD million and 
% of GDP); Bilateral Remittances Estimates for 2018 using Migrant Stocks, Host Country Incomes, and Origin Country 
Incomes (millions of US$).
Note: The Remittances Diversity Index is calculated by the EC’s KCMD on World Bank data. Kalantaryan S., and McMahon 
S., Covid-19 and Remittances in Africa, Publications Office of the European Union, 2020 (available online at https://
ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/covid-19-and-remittances-africa).
Link: https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/migrationremittancesdiasporaissues/brief/migration-remittances-data
Date of consultation: N/A – Publication date of the report – Updated on 29/11/2021
-----------------
Indicator: Net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow [as % of GDP]
Source of data: UNCTAD
Description: FDI net inflows are the value of inward direct investment made by non-resident investors in the country/
territory including reinvested earnings and intra-company loans, net of repatriation of capital and repayment of loans.
Link: https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/TableViewer/tableView.aspx?ReportId=96740
Date of consultation: 07/12/2021 (last update 20/10/2021)

GENERAL NOTES
	- Maps are for illustrative purposes only and do not imply any political positions on borders and disputed territories.
	- Wherever not otherwise specified, the 2020 composition of the European Union is considered.
	- The grouping of non-EU countries and territories by continent is based on geographical criteria only and does not 

have any political implications. For this exercise, we have followed the ESTAT GEO (Geopolitical entities reporting) 
code list which provides geographical entities for statistical purposes at the aggregate-level of countries, regions 
and organisations.

	- The designation of ‘Palestine’ shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice 
to the individual positions of the Member States on this issue.
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	- The designation of ‘Kosovo’ is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and 
the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

	- Some of the sources provide separate data on Morocco and the “non-self-governing territory of Western Sahara”. 
As the EU does not officially recognise the “non-self-governing territory of Western Sahara”, its representation on 
maps is for illustrative purposes only.

	- Data for dependent territories (such as overseas territories or departments, unincorporated territories, etc.) might be 
shown separately or aggregated to that of the country on which they depend, following the same approach adopted 
by the source.
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