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Arabic calligraphy is the art of designing and producing beautiful lettering in a language that uses Arabic 
script. Arabic alphabet is characterized by being always cursive, which makes obtaining various geometric 
shapes through elongation, shortening, rounding, angling, interlocking, knotting and combination of the letters  
possible. The art of calligraphy is associated with Arabic decoration used to adorn mosques and palaces. It is also 
used in the illumination of manuscripts and books, especially copies of the Holy Quran. Due to the restrictions on  
depicting people and animals, especially in relation to the Holy Places and the Koran, the majority of Muslim 
artists were calligraphists.

Arabic calligraphy is one of the most important art forms that Islam has produced. Different cultures have 
influenced Arabic calligraphy. But this art movement received its finishing touches during the reign of the  
Ottoman Empire.  It is assumed that the origin of this special art form goes back to the early days of Islam.  
According to Islamic understanding, practicing this art deepens a person’s relationship with God, and allows for 
contemplating the meaning of individual Quranic texts. 

This tutorial by Yasser Al-Jaraba’a and Ali Aljizawi  provides a simplified way to learn the art of Riq’a script and ex-
plains how each letter is written in different positions within words. Riq’a script has unique characteristics that made 
it the primary choice for decoration. Today, it is an exemplar of calligraphy’s power to produce new modes of 
artistic expression. The shape of each letter is determined by a specific number of rhombic dots that standardize 
their proportions in relation to each other.
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Introduction

This  educational  brochure  in  the  art  of  Arabic  calligraphy  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  terms  of  the  idea  of 
   composition and content ,as it aims in its objectives to convey the images of Arabic calligraphy and its 
geometric forms to non-Arabic speakers in the world ,as calligraphy represents a global visual art  that is 
subject to flexibility and formation ,and it is considered an important source of heritage for others. 

Globally materialistic after UNESCO recognized that in 2021 in Paris ,and the aesthetic state of calligraphy 
with its methods and diversity constitutes a unique case for transforming writing into a global visual art and  
a cultural tourism product witness to pottery ,pots ,brass ,palaces and places of worship and buildings of 
an Arab-Islamic character .This  brochure helps the student to raise taste ,develop talents and sensitivity, 
through which he acquires  ideals  and many skills  such as  arrangement  ,organization ,and accuracy of 
observation  ,balance  ,patience  and  observance  of  proportions.

He concluded here with the words of the Spanish international painter who said :The farthest point I wanted 
to reach in plastic art ,I found Arabic calligraphy that preceded me to it a long time ago.

 Yasser Al - Jaraba’a                                              Ali Aljizawi
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For a better result, use the Pilot black Pen No. 20

Practice
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