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Is our world connected? More than that, it's hyper-connected. In this digi-
DIGITAL tal era, being able to navigate the online world isn't just a helpful skill, it's
CITIZENSHIP essential. Much of our dalily life now takes place in a digital world marked
EDUCATION by the rapid rise of Al tools and new technologies. Knowing how to use

them responsibly, safely and thoughtfully has therefore become a central
SELECTION OF part of what it means to be an active, informed citizen.

CARTOONS CREARTED . N _
BY ARTISTS Recognising this, the Council of Europe has declared 2025 as the Euro-

pean Year of Digital Citizenship Education, a unique opportunity to pro-
FROM THE mote responsible, ethical and informed digital engagement across Eu-

SOUTHERM rope and beyond.

MNEIGHEOURHOOD D » , ,
Digital dangers such as disinformation, hate speech, cyberbullying and
2025 data misuse threaten us all, from European capitals to the shores of the
Southern Neighbourhood. Tackling these problems requires joint efforts
and shared responsibility.

This Year invites educators, civil society, governments, young people and
private sector actors to join forces in fostering critical thinking, media li-
teracy and a culture of respect online. This is not only about the safe use
of technology, but also about promoting active, rights-based participation
in the digital space.
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FUFPFETS WORLD

THE IMSPIRING BRACRSTORY OF INCLUSIVE THERTRE

Inspired by the Arabic Sesame Street, Ban Khalil
and Ramy Badr, two engineers turned dreamers,
founded Puppets World in 2020, right in the heart
of the COVID-19 lockdown. With the support of
the EU-funded CREACT4MED project, they had a
simple goal: to use theatre to spread joy, learning
and integration in Jordan.

What began with a small team of four people qui-
ckly developed into a national success. From street
performances to sold-out shows in all 12 gover-
norates, Puppets World has reached over 70,000
children, including refugees and children with disa-
bilities. Their performances now include sign lan-
guage and represent more than 20 nationalities |, a
diversity that earned them the Austrian Award for
Intercultural Achievement.

“Every story has a moral,” says Ramy. “We
want all children, regardless of their back-
ground, to feel seen and included”

Their puppets? A colourful collection donated by
European embassies. Their stage? Everywhere
from events in Amman to refugee camps.

Behind the curtain, CREACT4MED supported crea-
tives like Ban and Ramy across the Mediterranean
through training, funding and advocacy. By suppor-
ting over 20 entrepreneurs in six countries, the pro-
ject helps young talent turn bold ideas into sustai-
nable, culture-led businesses.

Puppets World is proof that with passion, support
and a little creativity, a puppet theatre can become
a movement.

To read more about Puppets World, Scan
the QR code.
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REVIVAL

OF THE DARE AL-AHMAR TRAIL

In Cairo’s old heart, where sultans once paraded
and crescent moons marked sacred nights, Ra-
madan still breathes through narrow alleys and
ancient stones. From the days of torch-lit proces-
sions and camel-riding drummers to the modern
voice on TV declaring the holy month, the spirit of
Ramadan remains alive, especially along the Darb
al-Ahmar tourist trail.

Thanks to a restoration initiative by the Aga Khan
Foundation and Egypt's Ministry of Tourism, with
EU support, this 2 km stretch has been revived, its
mosques restored, its markets reborn. Today, deco-
rated shops, vibrant lanterns, and the echoes of Iftar
fill the air, drawing locals and tourists like Leonardo,
an ltalian visitor captivated by Ramadan’s unique
atmosphere.

For many like Muhammad Ali «Quitta,» whose family
restaurant has stood since 1947, and Abdulrahman,
a grocer whose shop was transformed, the project
has been a lifeline, merging heritage, livelihood, and
hope. Craftspeople like Shaimaa and Al-Haddad
have flourished, blending tradition with opportunity.

Ramadan here is more than a month; it's a layered
story, of past and present, faith and festivity. From
the cannon’s boom at Iftar to the handmade lan-
terns lighting Khayamiya Street, the trail captures
centuries of cultural memory, culminating at Bab
Zuweilla, where the city’s history unfolds at your feet.

Darb al-Ahmar is no longer just a path | it's a living
museum of Ramadan’s soul.

To read more about Revival of the Darb
al-Ahmar Trail, Scan the QR code
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Artist: Roua Bida




ACHOUROUK

STREMGTHEMIMG THE BLIMD IM TANGIER

In Tangier, Dr Mounia Hajji Zahar and the Achou-
rouk Association are proving that vision goes far
beyond sight. With the support of the EU-funded
PIAF project, Achourouk has launched a unique
training programme for blind and visually im-
paired people, and it is changing lives.

What started as a simple cookery workshop has
developed into a pathway to independence, confi-
dence and employment. Participants now learn
everything from kitchen hygiene to professional
presentation and even do internships with top chefs
and bakeries. “They wear their chef uniforms with
pride,” says Mounia. "And you can see how em-
powered they feel”

Achourouk, Morocco’s largest centre for supporting
the blind, also offers Braille lessons, music, physio-
therapy and psychological support , not only for the
visually impaired, but also for their families.

PIAF’s support was not limited to funding. The pro-
ject has provided important training in project ma-
nagement and fundraising, enabling Achourouk
to increase its impact. The project is part of PIAF’s
broader mission to empower women with disabi-
lities across Morocco by providing training, stren-
gthening civil society and raising awareness.

With Achourouk’s pastry programme as a shining
example, this collaboration is more than just deve-
lopment work, it's a recipe for lasting change.

To read more about Achourouk,
Scan the QR code
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Artist: Marwa EL Farra

: Everg morning, 'Mouma wa!ks the

same path. But her destination is
anything but ordinary.

)

Behind this door, a group of people is
learning to see things differently.

’ '
ASSOCIATIOII ] ']

Achourouk supports people who
are blind or visually impaired.

"They don't need help doing

less. They need the tools to

do more."

"What if we teach them to
cook? P\~0Fessionallg."

“You're holding
the whisk right.

Now stir slowly.”

V Sometimes, the right tools are all
it takes to shape a different
future.

It started small. Careful steps,
guided by trust.

Then came unexpecte
support froma
European initiative
called PlAfF
"Next time, I'll do it
without help.”

¢ Wuth that help, the workshop
= grew into something real.




HOFE IN THE TENTS

FMENTAL HEALTH SUPFPORT GIVES REFUGEE CHILDREW R WOICE

In an overcrowded Syrian refugee camp,
11-year-old Ruba* is learning to smile again.
Uprooted by the war and plagued by trau-
ma, she arrived anxious and withdrawn. But
thanks to psychological counselling from the
International Rescue Committee (IRC) , with
vital support from the EU , Ruba’s story is
slowly changing.

In the camp, which is home to more than 41,000
people, there is a severe lack of clean water, safe
shelter and education. But the emotional toll is just
as high. “Most of the cases we see are rooted in
deep trauma,” says Rania*, a counsellor at the IRC
clinic. Anxiety, depression and even psychosis are
increasingly common, especially in children.

With support from the EU, the clinic offers thera-
pies, including art sessions. During one session,
Ruba drew a red flower, a symbol of pain but also
of hope. ‘I like red because it reminds me of apples
and strawberries,” she says, her smile slowly retur-
ning.

Although the clinic is overloaded with only one psy-
chiatrist who comes twice a month, she remains a
lifeline. Ruba now helps her mum, plays with friends
and dreams of becoming a therapist: “like Miss Ra-
nia , she helped me’”

*Names changed for privacy

To read more about Hope in the
tents, Scan the QR code
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TOGETHER, LETS BUILD A BETTER
DIGITAL FUTURE!

Beware 1

Before You Share

Connect 74
with Respect
Protect 3
Your Privacy

Verify

Your Sources

& r 12
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Scroll

Smarter

Challenge
What You See

Stand

for Online Safety

Say No
to Cyberbullying
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% TIPS -

TO ENSURE R
HEALTHY DIGITAL
ENVIRONMENT
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To read more
about 5 Tips

to Ensure a
Healthy Digital
Environment, Scan
the QR code
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PROTECT YOUR
DEMICES FROM
rMALWARE

Your antivirus

applications need to be

updated regularly for

your information to stay

secure.
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Passwords longer
than 12 letters using
special characters and
numbers are the most
difficult to crack.
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"

" UNINSTALL
* UNUSED

ININSTALL
UNEISER ARFES

Unused apps that are
not updated regularly
could expose your
device to cyber risks if
not deleted.
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System Update 50%

UFORATE
OFERATING
SYSTEMS

Updating operating
systems eliminates
bugs and ensures
improved features and
functionality.
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TOURIFIC AFF

TURNIMG LOCAL STORIES IMNTO SMART TOURISM IN THE MENA REGION

Tourific is shaking up tourism in the MENA
region with a fresh, tech-savvy approach.
Developed by 24-year-old Lebanese entre-
preneur Bilal Zahalan and his team and sup-
ported by the EU, the app offers self-guided,
personalised audio tours , from culinary itine-
raries to mystery adventures, created by lo-
cal guides. The result? Authentic, flexible and
affordable travel experiences that also boost
the local economy.

With the support of the EU-funded CREACT4MED
programme, Tourific went from concept to suc-
cess, even overcoming delays and launching first
in Egypt and Saudi Arabia. The app works offline,
is user-friendly (even for older, non-tech-savvy tra-
vellers) and integrates Google Maps for seamless
navigation.

Tourific is more than an app, it's a social enterprise.
It empowers guides like Farah from Beirut, who now
shares the hidden treasures of Lebanon through
her stories, and Ahmad from Begaa, who sees the
app as a game changer in tourism. Together, they
are helping to preserve the culture and earn a re-
gular income at the same time.

The startup is how planning to expand by adding
Spanish and Russian content and partnering with
telecoms companies to increase its reach. “Touri-
fic is not just a company,” says Bilal, “it's a bridge
between cultures” With ambitions to lead the mar-
ket for self-guided tours in the Middle East in two
years, the young team is just getting started.

To read more about Tourific app,
Scan the QR code
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SUPPORTEP BY THE EU-FUNPEP
CREACT4MED PROGRAMME, IT
EMPOWERS LOCAL TOUR GUIPES
EAGER TO SHARE THE TREASURED
STORIES OF THEIR COUNTRY.

L'ETS TALK ABOUT “TOURIFIC", A
PLATFORM FOR TOURISTS TO M EXPLORE
PESTINATIONS AT THEIR OWN PACE.

THE GOAL IS TO REVOLUTIONISE THE
TOURISM SECTOR BY MAKING IT MORE
ACCESSIBLE ANDP ENJOYABLE FOR
EVERYONE WITH A PHONE!!

THE FEATURES ARE
COMPREHENSIVE: FROM FOOP TOURS
ANP INSTAGRAMMABLE LOCATION
TOURS TO MYSTERY TRAILS, THE

PLATFORM OFFERS A RANGE OF
EXPERIENCES
CREATED BY
LOCALS ACROSS
THE COUNTRY.

Artist: Hiba Bchiri




LGREEM FARRADISE

GROWIMG HOPE IM THE LIBYAN DESERT

In a country where 90% of the land is desert,
greening Libya sounds like a pipe dream, but for
32-year-old Siraj Mohammed Bisheya, it’s a mis-
sion. In 2019, the entrepreneur from Tripoli foun-
ded “Green Paradise”, a hydroponics start-up that
helps farmers grow plants with 90% less water,
no soil and completely pesticide-free. With the
support of the European Union, his company has
already reached over 1,000 people and trained
500 farmers across Libya.

In the face of climate change, rising temperatures and
water scarcity, hydroponics is a lifeline. “We give far-
mers stability and food security all year round,” says
Siraj. Green Paradise has launched nine projects in
rural areas such as Sabha, Gubari and Ubari. They
strengthen local communities, increase income and
reduce dependence on groundwater.

Farmers like Omar in Sabha and Khaled in Ubari have
seen a real change, growing tomatoes and cucum-
bers where previously nothing survived. With support
from the EU through the “Boost It Accelerator” and
“Entrepreneurs of the Future” programmes, Siraj has
received training, funding and access to a wider inno-
vation network.

But that's not all. Siraj plans to expand Green Para-
dise beyond Libya, investing in R&D and working with
schools and NGOs to educate the next generation.
“Young entrepreneurship is Libya's greatest hope,” he
says. “Hydroponics is not just about agriculture, it's
about building a sustainable future”

With vision, innovation and the right support, Green
Paradise is proving that growth is possible even under
the most difficult conditions.

To read more about Green Paradise,
Scan the QR code
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ISSOULA

“WHERE TRADITION MEETS INMOWVATION IM THE ALGERIAN OLIVE GROVES

In the olive-covered hills of Bechloul, Kabylie,
Dahbia Abbas and her sister Nouara combine tra-
dition and innovation in their growing company
Issoula. Inspired by her childhood fascination
with pressing olives and determined to escape
the confines of her corporate job, Dahbia foun-
ded Issoula in 2011, with humble beginnings, se-
cond-hand machinery and a bold vision.

Rooted in traditional olive oil production, the company
took a new turn after a conversation at the gym spar-
ked an idea: using olive oil by-products to make artisa-
nal soap. The sisters trained in France and Tunisia and
eventually grew their workshop into a fully-fledged
brand with 21 handmade products, from creams to
scented candles. Issoula’s success has provided work
for rural women and revitalised ancient Mediterranean
practises with a modern twist.

Support from the EU-funded PASA programme was a
turning point. With new bottling machines, Issoula was
able to improve both product quality and efficiency:.
Even more than the funding, PASA gave Dahbia re-
newed confidence at a difficult time. “ had the feeling
that someone believed in us, and that changed every-
thing,” she says.

Today, Issoula is a registered brand recognised for its
clean production, elegant packaging and sustainable
practises, and has even won awards for recycling
waste from olive leaves and by-products.

For Dahbia, Issoula is more than just a business. “Iit's
my story,” she says. Thanks to her courage and the
support of PASA Issoula has transformed from a rural
olive press into a shining example of how local heri-
tage can foster innovation and empowerment.

To read more about Issoula, Scan
the QR code
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Artist: Khaoula Mouheb



HIKING OM R FIECE

OF PRARADI=

At sunset, Djebel Zaghouan presented an
unusual picture: two Tunisian ministers pit-
ched their tents next to local craftsmen and
small businesses. The occasion? The official
opening of the TransTunisia Trekking Trail (4T)
on 26 June 2024, a milestone that has been
almost two years in the making.

The 4T, which was first planned in October 2022,
is more than just a hiking route. It is an ambitious
ecotourism initiative that aims to promote sustai-
nable travel, revitalise the rural economy and stren-
gthen community ownership of Tunisia’s rich natu-
ral landscapes.

Led by Leaders International and supported by lo-
cal stakeholders, the trail passes through stunning
regions in northern Tunisia, offering hikers an im-
mersive experience rooted in local culture, nature
and hospitality.

“The real challenge was to get the locals to not only
accept the project, but to see it as their own,” says
Fatma Ben Nour, Country Manager at Leaders In-
ternational.

This vision is now becoming a reality. With the sup-
port of the government and strong community in-
volvement, the 4T is paving the way for a greener,
more inclusive tourism model, one that connects
people with nature while creating economic oppor-
tunities in overlooked regions.

As the stars rise over Djebel Zaghouan, so too does
the promise of a path that will help reshape Tunisia’s
tourism landscape, one step at a time.

To read more about Hiking on a
piece of paradise, Scan the QR code

SPEARUF CARTOONS 2025
BY EU NEIGHEOURS SOUTH

ECOTOURISM TRRAIL BRINGS ME\W
LIFE TO NORTHERN TUNISIA
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- UNEIMITIATIVE DECOTOURIS:
« TOUT SENTIER ,
| commence comme W'ﬁ'@;’fﬁm‘,’” "“
\ UNE LIGNE TRACEE
| SUR UNE ViEwLE caRTE
oo OUBLIEE...
* | DANS LES MONTAGNES
. DUKH,
| Leitn REvAIT DE FAIRE
“\|' REVIURE LES CHEMINS
| DESON ENFANCE..» 1c,PRES DN DRAHAM,
f& ‘| LES BERGERS PASSAIENT
/ AUTREFOIS...ET SI ?...
ET SI CE SENTIER GRIICE A L'UNION EUROPEENN,
ON PEUT FAIRE DE CE VIEUX CHEMIN
UN URAI PARCOURS L
POUR LES RANDONNEURS !

- - F > = UN JOUR, DES IOVAGEURS
C'EST AINS] QUE LE TRANS-TUNISIA TREKKING TRAIL (41) o WENDRONT MARCHERIL...
A COMMENCE A REPRENDRE FORME... ; T UNE MANIERE DE FARE T COMPREDRONT
REVIURE NOS VILLAGES, SON ECONOMIE 4\ =

SANS OUBLIER SON TOURISME.

LE 4T RELIE NOS PAVSAGES
. ANosREs...
E7 A CEUX DE TOUTE LA REGION.

LEILA NE CONSTRUISAIT PAS QU'UN ITINERAIRE :
ELLE OUVRAIT UN CHEMIN UERS L'AVENIR.

LE SENTIER 47, NEAUKEF | |

SOUTIEN
DE L'UNION EUROPEENNE
¢ UIA LE PROJET

|« TOUNES WEJHATOUNA 5,
POUR PROMOUIIOIR UN |
TOURISME DURABLE FT |
LocAL

Artist: Loua Dafdou]c
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A
nterior architect, illustratorfand practice-based PhD, Moroceanvisuallartist specialisingfinmotion design and

r, wsual storyteller and graphlc/ ¢ ‘ &:and\date Her wom lores'spatial storytelling in
Coz founderof the'creatlve studio The ___FZ___ f y 9 brandingiHelcreates impactful contentithat helps brands
' ' ' ' LSRR ( € & connectjwithitheir audience. .

A[ALAMI (KUWAIT)
i

Cartoonist! and illustrator; trained/at the Faculty of, F|ne
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EDUCATION

SELECTION OF CARTOONS
CREATED BY ARTIS

FROR THE SOUTHERN

 MEIGHBOURHOOD | /
25 J 4 / h
[HIERIEAEHIRI(FOROEED)

 Selfgtaught: Moroccan EEEWINE backgloundcultural
astudiesland prOJect managementiShe enjoys; Iurnlng bold

{ V|bram illustrations?

UR BIDRITUNISINNG) . . V0AY, ar

«Multidisciplinary.visual artist, fnmmaker and lecturer. Her. Semor graphlc de3|gner andlillustrator; his work blends
torytelhng spans photography, cmema illustration, and clean visuallidentities wnh strong conceptual foundations?
usSicC,) with a focus on atmosphere emotion, and place. spanning branding, editorial'design, and illustration?

o e

HAMAH SLEEM [EGY AT]
Applied arts student with a passion for illustration and
cross-disciplinary artistic experimentation.







DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

SELECTION OF CARTOONS CREATED

BY ARTISTS FROM THE SOUTHERN
MWEIGHEOURHOOD - 2025

SLidl Joey . 1gindl (99Ul ylgall ggpiio JUS (o
Jipeiw g ol el guwgindl dilps e o0 (ugygdll
cj> g9 unll alosl aahioll 6 $Laisdl jlesjllg
9J9U1 LUl adgay sl alsyl JLaiul poliy o
gl 65U LI ey sJlg . dugindlg dud il el il

.%,_.Jg_JngI HlaiW olell o aoll Juruwunig dopeoll 60U jg

Through the EU Neighbours South project, the European
Union works with its southern neighbours to promote
peace, stability and economic prosperity in the whole
region. The project is part of the EU-funded Regional Co
munication Programme for the Eastern and Southern
Neighbourhoods, which aims to raise awareness, increase
knowledge, and improve public understanding of the EU.

Dans le cadre du projet EU Neighbours South, 'lUnion euro-
péenne collabore avec ses voisins du Sud pour promouvoi
la paix, la stabilité et la prospérité économique dans l'en-
semble de la région. Le projet fait partie du Programme de
Communication Régionale pour les Voisinages de I'Est et
du Sud, financé par I'UE, qui vise a sensibiliser, a accroitre
les connaissances et a améliorer la compréhension du pu-
blic au sujet de I'UE.

CARTOONS






